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" The Stillness of God

A Meditation by the REV. O. P. KRETZMANN, LitH.D.

President of Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, indiana

- "P*WO thousand years ago a quiet, gentle voice struck
‘deep into the perennial need of the human heart:
- “Come unto me—and I will give you rest”. These
words, so dear to every generation of men, came from
the depth of His own heart, from the vivid memory
of many hours when He Himself had sunk wearily
into the Everlasting Arms, from the long silences of
Eternity where all terror of mind and weariness of
body and soul are unknown.. His eyes pierced the walls
which men build and the masks which men wear. He
spoke what He knew. He knew, with a knowledge born
in heaven, that the last great cry of the human soul is
for rest and quiet and peace. Duty calls, danger beckons,
work must be done, problems challenge, but when
the shadows fall, over world or heart, the human soul
cries like a lost child for stillness and rest. Long ago
the answer came: “Come—and I will give you rest”.
Ages have come and gone since those words fell
upon the midnight of men’s fears, but their luster and
power is undimmed. They have grown with the restless
years. If the modern world has one great single domi-
nating need, it is this bitter need of the stillness of
God. Today men live in noise, confusion, restlessness,
hate, lust, pride, greed, and war. The centuries of sin
have taken their toll. Helplessly men rush from law to
. law, from theatre to night club, from war to war, caught
in the last maelstrom of their warring wills, seeking,
without courage and without hope, the end of their

dreams and the home of quietness. Fear leaps at them
from the dark -corners of life. Questions come early.
and stay late. Men cry peace where there is no peace
and seek rest where there is no rest. They have lost the

dwelling-place of stillness and the home of the soul.

- Over against all the restlessness of the world and
the weariness of your heart and mine stands the one
word: “Come”. It is enough. Behind that single word
lies the immense, eternal Wower of the redeeming
Christ, the marvel of the eternal Presence, the stillness
of the strength that can bridge the ages and bring into
the human heart the peace past all understanding.
When all is said and done, -the restless weariness of
the world is not a shallow thing. It goes deep. It is the
weariness of sin, the restlessness of the wanderer far
from home, the crying of a child lost in the night. No
human agency can heal that, To bring the stillness of
God down to the wayward hearts of men a voice must
come from the Cross, speaking of the forgiveness of
sin, etérnal hope, and the peace of a heart and con-
science and mind reconciled to God. The stillness of
God lies in Christ. Once more we must see that all
our hope and all our heart and all our peace lies in
Him who went up to Calvary and brought down the
stillness of heaven, the quiet of the altar-throne of Gog,
the peace of the mountains of eternity.

To carry this redeemed stillness into the modem
world is one of the most sublime tasks of the Christian
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life. Often we too are touched by the
world’s restlessness and hate and fear.
We are drawn into the whirlpool.
Again and again we need the supreme
stillness which comes from listening
to His quiet voice: “Come unto me”.
Under its power ambition fades, fear
disappears, and pain becomes peace.
It fills our hearts with beauty and
light and quiet. In a world of wild
uncertainties, new discoveries and new
theories, He is still the last home and
the everlasting peace of our souls. In
Him our light can and must shine,

uietly and tenderly and clearly. This
alone will give us, and by the ever-
lasting mercy also others, the stillness
of God which will bring peace to our
days and years and light our time on
earth with the etemnal altarlamp of
faith in Him who is the world’s peace.

COFFIN AND TALBOTT LEAD
FIELD FOR MODERATORSHIP

R. Henry Sloane Coffin, President

of Union Theological Seminary,
New York, and Dr. George H. Tal-
bott, prominent pastor of Passaic,
New Jersey, will be two of the com-
petitors for this year’s moderatorship
at the Detroit General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.
For their backers, the job of lobbying
for their candidates will be only half
as strenuous as in former years, since
only half the usual number of com-
missioners will attend the sessions.

Dr. Cofin was runner-up in the
1'?41 moderatorial derby. As a signer
of the Auburn Affirmation and a lead-
ing Modernist, he commands a large
and enthusiastic following. Dr. Tal-
bott, a wounded veteran of World
War I, is a member of the wartime
commission of the denomination, has
visited a score of army camps and held
personal. conferences with hundreds
of young men in the armed forces,
and is being proposed- as the war-
effort candidate.

Said one of Dr. Talbott’s backers,
“If the Presbyterian Church wants a
moderator who can sit down and
drink a cup of tea with the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Dr. Coffin is
the man, but if it wants in its highest
office during this decisive war year a
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red-blooded man who can meet three
hundred thousand boys who are offer-

ing their lives for their country, Dr.

Talbott is the man”. :
Apparently the choice this year will
be between teadrinking and cor-
puscles, with such considerations as
evangelical convictions and fidelity to
Christian truth still completely in the
discard. - ) |

U. S. SUPREME COURT RULES
INFAVOR OF “WITNESSES”

OLDING that freedom of the

press: and religion had been
thereby abridged, the United States
Supreme Court on March 8th tossed
out Texas court convictions of two
members of “Jehovah’s Witnesses” on
charges of distributing literature in
violation of city ordinances. Both de-
cisions were unanimous, although the
newly-appointed Mr. Justice Wiley B.
Rutledge did not participate. One
opinion was written by Mr. Justice
Hugo L. Black and the other by Mr.
Justice Stanley Reed.

The Supreme Court has frequently
declined to review similar state court
decisions involving members of the
sect. Recently, however, it has recon-
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sidered several cases in which it earlier
had upheld local ordinances imposing
regulations on the distribution of
literature and allied activities.

“We think the judgment . .. must
be reversed”, said Mr. Justice Black,
“because the Dallas ordinance denies
to the appellant the freedom of press
and of religion guaranteed to her by
the First and Fourteenth Amend-
ments of the Federal Constitution.
.. .‘One who is rightfully on a street
which the state has left open to the
public carries with him there as else-
where the constitutional right to ex-
press his views in an orderly fashion.
This right extends to the communica-
tion of ideas by handbills and litera-
ture as well as by the spoken word.
Here the ordinance as construed and
applied prohibits the dissemination of
information by handbills, and as such
it cannot be sustained”. He added
that a state may prohibit use of streets
for distribution of purely commercial

leaflets, but may not ban distribution

of handbills in Pursuit of a “clearly
religious activity”.

Lieutenant Frank J. Remein

EEUTENANT Frank J. Remein of
Memorial Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Rochester, N. Y., was in-
stantly killed in an airplane accident
near Shreveport, La., carly on the
moming of February 28th. He was
twenty-three years old.

Lieutenant Remein, son of Ruling
Elder Frank Remein, had been a stu-
dent at Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
before entering the service in Decem-
ber, 1941. He was graduated with
honors as a navigator and at the time
of his death was an instructor.

A roommate of Lieutenant Remein
escorted the body to Rochester, and
the funeral service was held on March
6th in Memorial Church. Scripture
was read by the Rev. Peter Pascoe of
Covenant Church, Rochester; a mes-
sage of sympathy to the bereaved
parents was delivered by the Rev.
Oren Holtrop of the Christian Re-
formed Church; and a brief message
on II Corinthians §:1-10 was preached
by Lieutenant Remein’s pastor, the
Rev. John J. DeWaard. Planes flew
over the White Haven Cemetery dur-
ing the committal service.
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‘Dispenéalionalism and Histor

IN TIMES such as these through
which we are now going, we need
above all things some. perspective on
history. During the past two thou-
sand years, whenever great changes
and catastrophes have befallen men,
they have endeavored to discover if
there be any meaning or any plan to
the events taking place around them.
Like others, Christians also have
sought to answer this question, and
since the days of Augustine have tried
to give a consistently Christian in-
terpretation to the history.of man.

Those who have been most suc-
cessful in their attempts to give a
Christian meaning to history have
been the ones who have followed the
tradition of Augustine. It is in this
line that the Calvinists of today take
their place. As no other school of
Christian theology, Calvinism has laid
great stress upon the importance of
the knowledge that history belongs
unto God. In fact, one might say that
history is at the very core of Calvin-
istic theology; and it is for this reason
that Calvinism has always laid its
emphasis on the historical character
of Christianity. ‘

The center of. history, according to

the teaching of the Scriptures, is the .

plan of God. By His grace He set His
love upon a great multitude of people
of every race, tribe, kindred and
tongue who, though they became sin-
ners by disobedience, nevertheless re-
mained in His love. History is the
process of their redemption; and all
events in history work towards this
glorious end. At first God’s redemp-
tive work was largely limited to one
race, that of Israel, through whom
preparation was made for the coming
Redeemer. But once Christ the Re-
deemer had come, redemption spread
abroad beyond the bounds of race or
color, until it has reached even unto
the farthest comers of the world.

This redemption, however, whether
before or after Christ, is not brought
about by chance. The power of God
carries history on to its inevitable con-
clusion, fulfilling God’s sovereign plan
according to His perfect will. “There
is'none who can stay his hand; or say
unto him, What doest thou?” In

. |

By the REV. W. STANFORD REIb. Ph.D.

Pastor of Fairmount-Tayler Presbyterian Church, Monireal, Canada

Bible times the divine purpose¢ was
worked out by means of miracles as

‘well as providence, while in the days

following the close of the camon of
Scripture, God has directed history
through His inscrutable providence
alone. By His universal control and
guidance of all His creatures and all
their actions, He is gradually calling
out His church until Christ shall re-
turn for it, when all His people will
have been redeemed. Then shall come
judgment upon those who have been
disobedient creatures of God. But
those who have been sovereignly
called by Him to faith in Christ will

receive eternal life.

Underlying Principles

That is, in brief, the Calvinistic
and, as we believe, the Christian view
of history. Now even from such a
short statement as this, we can see
that history has certain underlying
principles.  There is first the inevi-
tability of history, secondly the unity
of history, and finally the continuity
of history. ’

By “inevitability” we mean simply
that all events in history are inevitable,
since they have all been foreordained
by God. They wére not inevitable to

Him until He had decreed that they
should take place; but once He had .

from all eternity determined them,
nothing could change or alter His
plan. For this reason, to the Christian
there is no such thing as a chance
event. God “worketh all things after
the counsel of his own will”.

By “unity” we mean that history
centers around the story of the re-

demption of God’s people. All his- . -

tory works toward the one great end.
Thus all phases of history are to be
taken into account, for they are all
working in the same direction. True,
we cannot always see how this is so,
but we know that the church is the
center of God’s creation and plan in

‘history. The scarlet thread of re-

demptiofi runs through the world’s
story, so that even the terrible events
of today are working out God’s sov-
ereli_gn act of salvation.

mally, the “continuity” of history
means that it has one single purpose

throughout its course: salvation by
grace. It is like a great symphony with
a central theme running throughout
its entire length. There may be varia-
tions on the theme, there may be
changes in tgmpo, or in the instru-
ments used, but the theme is always
there, reaching its greatest dramatic
expression in the final bars of the last
movement. To the Christian, there
are no breaks in history; there is no
“time-out” in God’s chronology, but
the same thread of redemption runs
throughout from beginning to end.

The Dispensationalist View
of History ' _

To many who read this, no doubt,
such beliefs are by no means strange
or new. They are, in fact, accepted
rather as axiomatic propositions never
to be questioned. Yet right at this
point, Modem Dispensationalism
clashes violently with the historic
Christian view of history. The Dis-
pensationalist teachings of the Seofield
notes to the Bible and of other works
have been criticized. from many points
of view, yet in no connection does
Dispensationalism reveal itself more
clearly in its true colors than in its
interpretation of the story of man.
And from a practical point of view,
in these days of terror, it seems virtu-
ally to cut the ground from under the
believer’s feet by destroying all faith
in a truly Christian view of history.

Inevitability Denied

- The first place in: which Dispen-
sationalism strikes at the Christian in-
terpretation of history is in its ap-
parent denial of the “inevitability” of
history. Although we do not find the
Dispensationalists ‘coming out openly
to deny the doctrine of God’s sov-
ereign guidance and direction of his-
tory, yet they are not very favorable
to such a view. Indeed, when we turn
to the fount of all Dispensationalism,
the Scofield notes to the Bible, we
receive the impression that God is
dependent upon man. The index to
the notes, for instance, gives no refer-
ence to a subject’ such -as- “provi-
dence”. For all Dr. Scofield’s interest
in prophecy, there -is: not even a men-
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tion of providence and God’s sov-
ereign control over all things. This
would seem to be indicative of the
dispensationalist position.

There is, however, even clearer evi-
dence of the views held by this school
of thought. In expounding the “Cove-
nant of Sinai”, Scofield’s notes tell us
that the law was not imposed until
it had been proposed and voluntarily
accepted (Note, Ex. 19:3). Indeed
it is even suggested that Israel should
have refused the covenant and have
remained under the “Abrahamic
Covenant” of promise. Thus we are
given to-understand that Israel could
have rejected the covenant which God
imposed. Its existence, therefore,
would be dependent not upon God
but upon man. In this way, according
to Dispensationalism, God’s covenants

are not unconditional and sovereign-
but rather subject to man’s accept-

ance. Salvation is no longer by the
grace of God but by the grace of
man!

Another example of the Dispen-
sationalists’ weak view of providence
is to be found in their interpretation
of the Jewish rejection of Christ’s
kingship. In reading the notes on the
various passages which refer to this
subject (Matt. 11:20; 12:18, 43, 46),
one receives the impression that the
rejection of Christ was what really
decided Him to turn to the Gentiles.
When' Christ appeared to the Jewish
people, we are told, the next thing in
the order of revelation, as it then
stood, should have been the setting u
of the Davidic kingdom. In the knowl-
edge of God, not yet disclosed, lay
the rejection of the kingdom (and
King), the long period of the mystery-
form of the kingdom, the world-wide
preaching of the cross, and the out-
calling of the church. But this was as
yet locked in the secret counsels of
God (Note, Matt. 4:17). According
to Dispensationalism, .then, God ap-
parently knew that the rejection of
Christ would take place, but was
powerless to do anything against it.
Foreknowledge, not sovereign will, de-
termined the divine actions.

Some may object, however, that
this is a straining of the words against
the Dispensationalists. Yet when we
turn to a study of what they teach
concerning foreknowledge, election
and predestination, it does not seem
to be far afield. We are told that
foreknowledge determines election
(Note, I Pet. 1:20), which makes

God’s sovereign will subject to mere
forcknowing, which is the meaning
of foreknowledge apparently adopted
by Scofield. With reference to pre-
destination, we are told (Eph. 1:
that it is that effective exercise of tﬁe
will of God by which things before
determined by Him are brought to
pass. This is somewhat different from
Berkhof’s view that it “is the plan or
purpase of God respecting His moral
creatures” (Summary of Christian
Doctrine, p. 47), or the Shorter Cate-
chisiit’s statement that God preserves
and govems “all his creatures and all
their actions”. Whatever God de-
termines, comes to pass, but from
Scofield’s definition we have no assur-
ance that He determines all things.
Moreover, since, according to Sco-
field, predestination ‘depends upon
election which depends upon fore-
knowing, of whose content we have
no certain knowledge (Note, I Pet.
1:20), we cannot but come to the
conclusion that man can upset God’s
plans. In fact, one possible interpreta-
tion of Scofield’s ambiguous conten-
tion that election is certain to every
believer by the mere fact that he be-
lieves would make it look as though
election really depended upon man’s
faith. Thus the general view of provi-
dence which the Dispensationalists
seem to hold, although it is by no
means clear, is that God may provide
alternatives to the results of man’s
actions, but He does not control man
absolutely. The individual’s will, and
so chance, must be taken into account
when we turn to the study of history.
This seems to be the case when we
endeavor to discover the Dispensa-
tionalists’ view of the present age:
“the church age”. In their eyes Old
Testament prophecy never dealt with
our times, for the Jews alone are the
center of Old Testament-ideas. More-
over, New Testament prophecy, ac-
cording to their view, has little to say
on the subject, as it deals almost ex-
clusively with the ends of the “church
dispensation” and the return of
Christ. The time since Chrst is a
great hiatus in the revealed plan of
God, for it is the period between the
sixty-ninth and the seventieth week of
Daniel. As one has stated, it is “time-
out” in God’s chronology. Even the
book of Revelation, according to the
Scofield interpretation, only gives a
very general and sketchy reference to
our days, concentrating all its atten-
tion on the period subsequent to

Christ’s “first” second advent.

It is true that we are tbld that the
church is to be called out during this
period from all races and tribes, and
that it will suffer from persecution
and infidelity. But that is about all
that can be said. There is no idea of

God calling out His people indi-

vidually and sovereignly, of ruling
over the nations for that purpose, and
directing all things towards that end
(Note, Matt. 13:2). Apparently Israel,
that is, physicalzlsrael, is still the main
object of God’s counsel (Note, Isa.
10:12), while the church is more or
less an excrescence. The present world-
system in which the church bears
witness is dominated by Satan and
run according to his will (Note, Rev.
13:8), thus removing God to a large
extent from the scene. When we add
to this picture the Dispensationalist’s
idea of God’s providence, the events

- taking place in our world can only
terrify us. They are simply the irra-

tional whirling of a demonic chance
in a vacuum. Even the calling out of
the church in these days camnot be
certain, since it is dependent upon
God’s foreknowledge and not upon
His sovereign will. History and the
happenings of our own time are, for
all effective purposes, under the rule
of Satan. This is the comfort given to
us by Dispensationalism!

Unity Destroyed

Along with their disintegration of
the inevitability of history, Dispen-
sationalists also strike at the unity of
history. According to them, there are
two different foci of history: Israel
and the church, although physical
Israel is really of more importance.
History, in so far as it is governed by
God, has two aims in view: the calling
out of the church and the setting up
of a Jewish world-dominion. In this
way the history of the world has both
a materialistic and a spiritual center.
On one hand, God will establish an
earthly kingdom over which Christ
is to be the king, thus limiting the
latter’s rule to earth. On the other
hand, there is the church, a spiritual
body, and not ruled over by Christ.
This group depending solely on re-
generation is animated solely by
spiritual  principles (Note, Heb.
12:23). Moreover, while the members
of the faithful remnant of Israel are
a definite elect number, the church

is apparenitly merely an infinite multi-

tude, although somewhat more de-
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veloped spiritually (Note, Rev. 7:14).
Thus there is not only a lack of unity
in the dispensationalist idea of the
center of history, but there is even a
direct contradiction. ‘

This becomes clear when we con-
sider the dynamic which the Dis-
pensationalists attribute to the two
different foci of history. The dynamic
of Israel is the gospel of the kingdom,
that of the church is the gospel of
grace. And these two dynamics are not
different names for the same thing.

The gospel of the kingdom is the
promise that the covenant made with
David will be fulfilled in the ultimate
setting up of a kingdom on earth. It
is the news of the righteousness of
God which shall be manifest on earth
during the millennial kingdom, the
core of it being the attainment of
righteousness through obedience to
the law of God (Note, Rev. 14:6).
The Dispensationalist emphasizes the
fact that the Jews always had been
saved by fulfilling the law. Law blesses
the good, he says; grace saves the bad.
Law demands that blessings be
earned; grace is a free gift (Note,
{ohn 1:17). Under the law, we are
old, man became righteous by doing
righteously; under grace’ he does
righteously because he has been made
righteous (Note, I John .3:6). Thus,
according to Dispensationalists, men
are included in the kingdom of God
through fulfilling the law, while at the
same time those in the church are
members of it through grace alone.
One man can be saved by a way
which is utterly impossible for another
who does not happen to have been
born of the same nation. God accepts
one man’s works, although imperfect,
as sufficient for His righteous and holy
standards; while he refuses to accept
another’s, demanding that he be
saved by grace alone or not at all. Any
idea of unity in God’s action or plan
is this way thrown overboard, for God
is no longer the God who does not
change—He actually deals with men
on contradictory ethical principles!
Even ethical unity in history must
therefore be rejected, for God’s stand-
ards vary from person to person!

Continuity Broken

This lack of unity in history leads
us to the destruction of the third prin-
ciple of our Christian interpretation
of history: continuity. Denial of con-
tinuity is basic to the whole idea of
Dispensationalism. A dispensation is

a period of time during which, we are
told, man is tested in respect of obedi-
ence of some specific (sic) revelation

. of the will of God. Seven such dis-

pensations are claimed. to be dis-
tinguished in history by the Dispen-
sationalist (Note, Gen. 1:28). These
seven dispensations, according to Sco-
field, are Innocency, Conscience, Hu-
man Government, Promise, Law,
Grace, and Kingdom—each being
based on a different covenant between
God and man. In this way, we are
told, God has seven different ways of
dealing with man throughout history.
There is no continuity in history, for
it is cut up into watertight compart-
ments, one having practically no rela-
tion with any other. .

If this be the case, we are forced
to throw away any idea of develop-

e ————

Book Bargains
For April and May

UBSCRIBERS to TuE Pressy-

TERIAN GUARDIAN may purchase
any or all of the following five books
at special savings during April and
May: :

More Trax ConQuERroRs, by
W. Hendriksen. By popular request
we again offer this excellent and Re-
formed treatment of the book. of
Revelation. Price to subscribers during
April and May, $1.20 (list  price,
$1.50).

WonmEeN oF THE NEw TESTAMENT,
by Abraham Kuyper. The companion
volume of the book offered in the
preceding list. Price to subscribers dur-
ing April and May, 8oc (list price, $1).

CuristoLocy aNp CrrTicisM, by
B. B. Warfield. A book that belongs
in every theological library, and a

- standard work on this important sub-

ject. Price to subscribers during April
and May, $2.50 (list price, $3).

For Caurist anp. CountrY, by
Walter A. Maier. The addresses of the
Ninth Lutheran Hour. Price to sub-
scribers during April and May, $1.20
(list price, $1.50).

Jorn G. Paron, by J. Theodore
Mueller. A biography of the fearless
and devoted missionary to the savage
tribes of the South Sea Islands. Each
book list hereafter will include one in-
expensive missionary biography. Why
not start your collection today? Price
to subscribers during April and May,
8oc (list price, $1).
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ment in history. There may be a
certain amount of progress within dis-
pensations but, from the weakness of
the concept of divine sovereignty,
even this is doubtful. On the dis-
pensational view there is certainly no
preparation or continuity between dis-
pensations, as for instance between
Law and Grace, for the law was a
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schoolmaster only to the Jew -(Note,

Gal. 3:19). This is also shown in Sco-
field’s contention that the New Testa-
ment church had absolutely no con-
nection with the Old Testament

people of God (Introduction to the

Four Gospels). The prophets, he tells
us, never referred to the coming of
grace but only to the setting up of the
kingdom. Thus all idea of a dynamic
developing and working out of the

church’s course through history is de-

stroyed.

But what is most distressing in the
present day is that if we hold to this
chopped-up view of history, God’s
contradictory character rules out any
possibility of turning to the Scriptures
for comfort. The Gospels do not tell
us very much about the period subse-
quent to their own story. Therefore,
if we would seek revelation on the
events of our own time, we must turn
to the epistles which actually give us
little information except very general
principles concerning God’s dealings
with the church in ,the world. If we
hold the dispensational views of the
Old Testament, we are left with very
little but prophecies of apostasy and
persecution,

Throughout the history of the
Christian church, in times of tribula-
tion, the Old Testament has "been its
great inspiration. Now, however, if
we follow Scofield, this becomes im-
possible. We cannot turn to the
Psalms for they are for people under
the law or in the Kingdom (Intro-
duction to Psalms). Nor can we turn
to the Old Testament prophets for a
glimpse of God’s dealings with na-
tions who attack and persecute the
church, for the church and the nation
of Israel have no relation to each
other. “Comfort ye, comfort ye my
people” is not for us, but only for
Israel during the Tribulation. We
must content ourselves with a few
epistles in the New Testament, while
the great sweep of the teachings of
the Word of God concerning His
dealings with men are relegated to the
past or the future. ‘

Truly this is a poverty-stricken
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philosophy of history! God’s provi-
dence, His sovereignty, even His self-
consistency are ruled out. Since the
Jews, not the church, are His major
concern, in days such as these we
have very little with which to be en-
couraged. All that we can do is hope
and pray that the attack on the church
will soon come, to an end. We have
no guarantee that the present situa-
tion is under God’s absolute control
for the spreading abroad of His
church; nor can we take comfort from
the experiences of God’s people of
old. IF we hold to. dispensational
views, lack of perspective and hope-
lessness can be the only result.

The Christian’s Comfort

But let us thank God that Modern
Dispensationalism is false. Our God,
even as in the days of Israel, still
reigns and watches over His people—
the church of Christ. As the believing
of Isracl were held in the hollow of
His hand in Old Testament days, the
believing of all nations are today also
in the same position of utter safety.
Even the wrath of men shall praise
Him, for He is marching on to victory.
He is fulfilling His sovereign and
divine plan for the redemption of
men, which He commenced at the
dawn of creation. This is our joy and
our peace in days of terror such as
those in which we live.

DR. GLARK RESIGNS FROM
WHEATON COLLEGE FACULTY

ULING Elder Gordon H. Clark,
Ph.D., for six years professor of
philosophy at Wheaton College,
Wheaton, Illinois, has resigned from
that position. The resignation has
been accepted by the executive com-
mittee of Wheaton’s board of trustees,
and will take effect at the end of the
current school year.
Dr. Clark’s letter of resignation, in
which he discusses the grounds of his
action, follows:

February 15, 1943
The President and
The Trustees of Wheaton College,
Wheaton, Illinois.
Gentlemen:

With regard to the adoption, by the
Trustees of Wheaton College, of the re-
port concerning the teaching of philosophy
and the doctrines that God is a most pure

\

spirit without body, parts, or passions,
and that God has foreordained whatsoever
comes to pass, I desire to make the fol-
lowing statements. '

In general, the conditions laid down in
the report are contrary to the conditions
under which I originally accepted employ-
ment. The report states, “We do not find
that Dr. Clark’s opinions differ materially
from those which he frankly stated, and
which were freely discussed, when he was
employed' six years ago.” I made it clear
then that if conditions such as those con-
tained in this report were contemplated,
I would not consent to teach here. The
present reversal of policy constitutes in
my non-legal opinion a breach of the
terms of my employment.

The "conditions as stated in the report
are, “1. That to the largest extent pos-
sible he confine his teaching to the stated
subjects, without advocating any theo-
logical beliefs which are controversial
among orthodox Christians; 2. That if
asked his personal opinion as to the group
of doctrines in question, he be frank but
state the. belief rather . than expounding
his reasons,—being equally frank in ad-
mitting his susceptibility to error and that
his views in this respect have not been
those of most Christian leaders;” My rea-
sons for refusing to accept these condi-
tions are the same now as they were six
years ago, and involve both academic and
religious principles.

Academically, these two recommenda-
tions to the effect that philosophy be
taught without stating my reasons for
propositions of theodicy is the equivalent
of requiring a medical faculty to teach
medicine without discussing the cause of
typhoid fever or tuberculosis. This is a
type of teaching with which I am un-
familiar. -

On the ground of religious and *moral
conviction the following points must be
enumerated.

First: I reject the contentions of para-
graph six that sound deduction from
Scripture is illegitimate, and also that the
spirituality of God and his foreordination
can be neither supported nor refuted by
argument from Scripture. :

Second: To comply with recommenda-
tion two would be immoral. The effect
of compliance would be to persuade stu-
dents that the two doctrines in question
are merely some personal aberration, and
would obscure the significant fact that
they were the views of the greatest re-
formers and have been for more than
three hundred years the official position
of a score of denominations, represented
in this country by the following:

The Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A,

The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.

The United Presbyterian - Church of
North America

The Associate Presbyterian Church of
North America

The Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church

The Reformed Presbyterian Church in
North America, General Synod

The Orthodox Presbyterian Church

The Bible Presbyterian Church

The Bohemian and Moravian Brethren
Churches

Third: The Scriptures in many places
(e.g., Acts 20:27 and II Tim. 3:16) re-
quire the proclamation of the whole gos-
pel. The  diluted Christianity and the
expurgated Bible. contemplated in this re-
port are abhorrent to me. -

Fourth: By adopting this report the
Trustees of Wheaton College have offi-
cially pronounced the two doctrines in
question “unsound” and “‘dangerous.”
This is an open condemmation of all
reformed denominations. Naturally I can-
not support an organization that. pro-
nounces all the above mentioned Churches
unsound and dangerous. .

Fifth: To comply with these conditions
would be to repudiate my vows of ordina-
tion to the eldership. The fact that others,
since the growth of modernism in some
denominations, neglect to perform their
vows does ngt relieve me of my responsi-
bility to Almighty God.

For these and similar reasons I am
unable to camply with the requirements
recently enacted by the Trustees, and I
hereby present my resignation from the
faculty of Wheaton -College.

For the ressons that the College has
made its plans to have me teach for the
current school year and that I have made
similar plans, my resignation is effective
at the end of the 1942-1943 school year,
but my tenure of the position until that
time must be subject to the agreement I
had on the above matters when I was
first employed.

Very truly yours,
Gorpon H. Crark

The following is the reply of the
board of trustees, accepting Dr. Clark’s
resignation.

Your letter of February 15th addressed
to the Trustees of the College and to me
[Dr. V. R. Edman, President] was pre-
sented at the last meeting of the Executive
Committee. By vote of that Committee
your resignation to be effective at the end
of the 1942-1943 school year [August 31,
1943] was accepted. The action of the
Committee refers solely to the resignation
and does not impgt acceptation of the
reasons therein stated.

Dr. Clark is a ruling elder and
member of Redeemer Orthodox Pres-
byterian Church, Philadelphia.

It is expected that THE Pressy-
TERIAN GUARDIAN will in the near
future publish further comment on

the important issues that.forced Dr. -

Clark’s actign. :

'A«;

O e

i
'



THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN

(P
o e"ljtﬂl‘idﬂ
nardian

EDITORIAL

Hate

EX STOUT, chairman of the
War Writers’ Board, has created

quite a furor by his recent letter to
the New York Times in which he
stated “that we shall hate or we shall
fail”. He has been defended by some
who say that we need the driving
power of hatred to rouse us to action
against our enemies. They point out
the evil and treachery of the Axis
nations and say that it is not onmly
patriotic but also Christian to hate
such - wickedness and the men who
represent it. Others have attacked his
position on the ground that hatred
can no more cure the evil in which
the world finds itself than alcohol can
cure drunkenness. Yet they agree that
we must vigorously prosecute the war
against our enemies.

Jesus summed up the Second table
of the law with the words, “Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself”
and, in the Sermon on the Mount,
He told us to love our enemies. It is
clear that those who are followers of
Christ cannot give themselves to a
blind and personal hatred of those
who would do us harm. We rejoice
that in our land there is relatively
little hatred for Germans as such. Not
many would agree with Westbrook
Pegler that the fact that the tune
“America” is of German origin should
make us less ready to sing it.

We know, however, that we must
fight against Germans. Our soldiers
must shoot German soldiers and our
aviators must bomb German cities.
- We cannot be indifferent to this kill-
ing of Germans for, after all, they are
our neighbors, fellow-creatures of God.
One oft-proposed way of escape from
-this dilemma is to. say. that we. must
hate sin but love the sinner. In this
case, we must hate the vile Nazi
philosophy but love the Nazi. A some-

what similar solution is the plea that -

we distinguish between the Nazi rulers
and the German people, hating the

former but not the latter. After all,
though, sin as such is an abstraction.
It becomes actual in the deeds of the
sinner. If there were no Nazis there
would be no Nazism. It is difficult to
see how we can hate the evil Nazi
philosophy without hating the evil
men who have developed and are sup-
porting that philosophy.-

In a sense, Stout seems to be right.
We are fighting against a monstrous
evil which we hate. In order to over-
come that evil we must kill men who
support that evil. Yet Jesus said,
“Love your enemies’.

To hate our fellow man with a
bloodthirsty vengeance because of
what he has done to us or to our
friends is contrary to the Law of God.
But to hate men because they hate
God is not wrong. The Psalmist said,
“Do not I hate them that hate thee’”.
He was grieved with those who rose
up not against himself but against
God. The Fascists have defied God
and seck to destroy His kingdom. For
the sake of God, then, we must hate
or we shall fail

Yet we dare not assume to ourselves

‘the attributes of God. We must 1e-

member that we too are sinners and
this war is a judgment not only upon
our enemies but also upon us. It be-
hooves us to be humble and penitent
as we go forth to war.

—J. P.C.

The Home

THE war is producing an alarming
increase in juvenile crime and de-
linquency. Young children from homes
where both parents are working have
become a problem to municipal
authorities. “Juke joints” boom and
the consumption of liquor mounts.

. War has always caused a loosening
of - morality and restraint and we
grieve to see the familiar story re-
peated. The present crisis ought to
cause us who are members of Chris-

*.tian homes to do two things: to re-

joice and to be on our guard.

First, we rejoice that we belong to
homes where there is a real love for
the Lord and for one anothér under-
girding the family. In worldly homes,
conduct is held within bounds mainly
by the sanctions and taboos of the
community. When war slackens these
restraints, the home disintegrates.
But in our homes, the unchanging

Word of God is the rule and the
domestic life retains its virtue and
discipline even in the midst of war’s
excitements.

- Second, we must remember that
neither we nor our children are insu-
lated from the world and it is very
easy for us to walk in the ways of that
world. Let us then take heed to our-
selves and to our children that we as
parents continue to set a godly ex-
ample, not allowing wartime pressures
to weaken our piety and devotion. Let
us guard our children, whom God
hath given us, that they may be kept
from the perils of these times. We
wonder what some parents are think-
ing of these days. Have they no regard
for their children? May we Christian
parents never be too busy to bring up
our, children “in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord”.

—]J. P. C.

Introducing
Dr. Kretzmann ...

T IS with particular delight that
we present to our readers the Rev.
O. P. Kretzmann, Litt.D., President
of ‘Valparaiso University, Valparaiso,
Indiana, whose article, “The Stillness

of God”, appears on the first page

of this issue. Dr. Kretzmann is a
prominent minister of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio,"
and Other States. The Missouri
Synod Lutheran Church, with a mil-
lion and a half members, is known
as one of the largest truly evangelical
denominations in the United States.
Its loyalty to the Bible as the very
Word of God has been a source of
encouragement to all who truly love
the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are pleased to announce to
our friends that Valparaiso University
is a genninely Christian institution of
the Lutheran persuasion, which wel-
comes students of all faiths. In Dr.
Kretzmann, it has a leader with spirit-
ual insight and vision as well as high
ideals of academic education.

Dr. Kretzmann is also editor of,
The Cresset, a monthly magazine’
which reviews literature, the arts, and
public affairs from the Christian point
of view. We commend it as a journal
which not only is unique in the Chris-
tian world but which also abounds in

"—E. H. R', .

- literary excellence:
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The Dynamics of the Christian Faith

The Christian Faith and Mental Health: Part IV

_THEOLOGY has nothing to do

with the treatment of human be-
ings”. That was the answer a Euro-
pean minister gave to a questionnaire

sent out by a noted European psy-

chologist. Was the clergyman right?
In a sense he was. Theology must not
first of all be considered in relation to
the needs of the human personality.
Truth must be considered and loved
first of all for its own sake, or, let me
say, for God’s sake who gave it. This
is often forgotten by modern man.
He would make truth the servant of
the human soul. In so doing, truth
becomes an everchanging something
which in the end destroys itself. There
is finally no truth left—only empty
human experience. That greatest of
modern follies is called psychologism
—truth lost in the shadowland of the

‘human psyche. Much of the modemn

“psychology of religion” literature is
beset by this affliction.

On the other hand, we who regard
the truth above all else would be most
foolish if we gave unqualified endorse-
ment to the statement of the Euro-
pean clergyman. The theologian’s first

‘duty is to see clearly that God’s truth
is the truth and therefore must direct’

our whole experience and govern the
movements of the soul of man. But
with equal clarity must he see that,
just because the truth is the truth,
therefore it is and must be the only
true meat for the soul of man.
Genuine indeed must be our regard
for objective truth. Just as genuine
must be our concern for the way in

‘which that truth enters into, enriches

and stabilizes the crown of God’s
creation—the human personality. The
truth is not a treasure apart. It should
be a treasure where the heart may be
also. When looked at in- this way, the
Chuistian faith is not a static “ortho-
doxism”; rather it becomes a dynamic
something that can mold the per-
sonality of man into a true and strong
temple of God.

In previous articles we examined
the weaknesses of man’s personality
that are displayed in mental illnesses.

Having done that, we now wish to -

show how it is proper for us to ap-

/

By the REV. EDWARD HEEREMA

Spiritual Advisor at the Christian Sanatorium, Midiand Park, N. J.

proach this problem of mental illness’
from the point of view of the Chrs-
tian faith. If the discussion of the
nature of mental illness has been care-
fully followed, then we shall have
noted that out of this complex matter
some kind of pattern has emerged.
And in this pattern one thread stands
out more clearly than any other. That
thread is this: In each ome of the
functional mental illnesses discussed,
the noteworthy thing is the failure of

‘the personality to adjust to life, the

failure to meet the demands of life.
The- patient has retreated from life,
unable to make a go of it. In a_very
real sense the person suffering from
a functional mental illness is a de-
feated soul.

The Realities of Life

What are the realities of life which
the defeated soul has not met and
conquered? They are the things which
every adolescent slowly and often
painfully learns, as his “childish
things” must give way to thinking
and understanding as a man. They
are life’s disappointments and re-
verses. But the defeated souls are
unable to face the fact that life is a

matter of many failures and few suc--

cesses, of much succumbing to temp-
tation and little victory. Life is a
matter of pricked bubbles and deflated
air castles. It is a matter of meeting
stiff economic demands—the stomach
must have meat (even if the quan-
tity is rationed), the feet must have
shoes (at least, three pairs a year),
and the lovely fur coat must be pad
for. This is a life in which the fine,
friendly folk of childhood acquaint-
ance become the lazy father, the un-
faithful husband, the dishonest deacon,
the crooked politician—and the sinful
self of real life. The real world is a
place where our personal happiness
and wishes seem to be the world’s
least concern. Life is a matter of look-
ing at death.

But, we say, lots of people success-
fully meet these real facts of life.

Why hasn’t the mentally ill person-

done so? In answer to that very apt
question, two things must be espe-

cially noted. In the first place, let
every person blessed with a “sound
mind” realize that it is problems such
as those which we all have to face
which break some people down. By
God’s grace we have met them suc-
cessfully or with a measure of success.
However, in the second place, it
should be borne in mind that it is
hardly ever ome single event which
causes a mental upset. Usually we are
dealing with the end product of a
chain of events, a chain often reaching
away back into childhood:. But more
than this, the trouble usually lies in
an improper attitude toward such dis-
tressing events. Because of faulty train-
ing in childhood (pampering, for in-
stance), or because of a deep emo-
tional insecurity rooting in childhood
or adolescence (like that caused by a
broken home), or because of a dis-
turbing secret which gnaws at the
vitals of the soul, the personality can-
not assume the proper attitude toward
the things that finally destroy it or
seriously mjure it. The soul, in other
words, is not propeily equipped to
meet the inescapable demands of life.
There is an old illustration that
brings this point into clear focus. A
wall is blown down by the wind, a
wall in whose shadow many children
have played. “What is the cause of
the calamity?” the children ask. They
all agree that it was last night’s stron,
wind. But the town’s inquisitive sou%
comes around to investigate and dis-
covers that the wall had been in a
seriously weakened condition and for
this reason it toppled over. Some time
ago a middle-aged woman came into
a hospital apparently as the result of
a severe electric shock which had left
her in a sullen, unapproachable and
depressed state. At about the same
time, I heard of a young man who
had received a terrific electric shock
in his home but had suffered no
serious ill effects. Why the difference?
The woman had been struggling with
a perplexing personal problem that
she had been unable to solve, a prob-
lem involving a considerable measure
of self-reproach. That really lay at the
bottom of the trouble which seemed
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to be caused by the electric shock.

We repeat—the personality of the
mental patient has not been properly
equipped to meet the challenge of
lite, to work through its perplexities
and to accept its reverses. We are
dealing here not with isolated causes
but rather with unhealthy personali-
ties. We are dealing with basically
wrong attitudes toward life. Certainly
Jung’s words are pertinent, “We have
come to understand that psychic
suffering is not a definitely localized,
sharply delineated phenomenon, but
rather the symptom of a wrong atti-
tude assumed by the total person-
ality”. It is not the death of her
child that breaks down the distracted
mother’s mind. It is rather the un-
equipped personality, which does not
know how to deal with such sharp
blows, that is to blame for the ship-
wreck.

Whence the Equipment?

That leads us directly into the heart
of this matter: Where is such equip-
ment to be found? I answer: In the
dynamics of the Christian faith. Here
we find the sword and shield with
which man can successfully wage the
battle of life. We have already seen
that mental illness is fundamentally
a totality matter—a disease of the
total persomality. It is not only a sol-
dier’s feet that get out of step; it is
the whole soldier. The officer’s repri-
mand is directed to the soldier as a
person and not just to his feet. Like-
wise the person out of step with life
is out of step in his whole being. Now

". let us see clearly that the Christian

religion is also a totality matter. It
addresses itself to the whole soul of

-man. It refuses to fill just one com-

partment of life, a so-called inner re-
ligious compartment. Its sway. is over
the whole of life. Its first law is that
man must Jove God with his entire
being—with heart, soul and mind.
Truly to know Christ means to give
Him our whole heart. Christianity de-
mands the full and glad allegiance of
the whole soul of man in its every
exercise, an allegiance that governs
the pursuit of man’s every. proper in-
terest. Christianity is a totality matter,
a total world- and lifeview giving

direction and sustaining power to the

whole life of the soul.
As one works with the mentally ill,

1C. G. Jung, Modern Man in Search
of a Soul, pp. 222f.

he is struck by the fact that so very

few of them have anything like an
integrated view of lite. Very com-

“monly there are no great sustaining

convictions that set the sails of the
spirit. Their thoughtife apparently
has always been at loose ends. There
is no sure foundation. Their soul has
not been interwoven with a great
faith. It may be too late for them to
gain that which is their greatest need
—an integrated point of view that can
guide and direct them. There has to
be one central dynamic. For that rea-
son it might be more proper to speak
of the dynamic of the Christian faith
rather than of its dynamics. But the
plural form is chosen because of the
necessity of breaking up that central
dynamic into its component parts, as
a ray of light on passing through a
prism displays itself in many colors.
Because such a single great dynamic is
needed, there is little real good that
can come from presenting such a
broken soul with a list of helpful sug-
gestions for mental- hygiene. On my
desk lies such a list, rather good in
itself. Some of the perfectly whole-
some suggestions are: “Live a simple
life”, “Think constructively”, “Culti-
vate a yielding disposition”, “Be
grateful”, “Rule your moods”, “Keep
close to God”, and others.? Any per-
son would do well to live accordingly.
But—such catalogues of helpful hints
for mental health lack the basic
dynamic that is needed, the unified
impact that is given by the Christian
faith. A human soul is too -much a
living thing to be regulated by an

. Emily - Post handbook for mental

health.

Prevention or Cure

These essays on mental health are
directed mainly toward the building
of healthy personality. That has al-

- ready become clear. We are primarily

interested in doing a little to point
out how we can avoid the tragic pit-
falls of mental disease. That the best
cure of mental illness lies in its pre-

. vention is a common sentiment that

has become almost a truism. However,
that does not mean that the dynamics
of the Christian faith have no bearing
on the matter of helping those who
have succumbed. The needs of those
who have succumbed are written in
bolder relief, but they are essentially

2 Taken from a list by Grenville Kleiser

appearing in Weekly Unity, 1941.

the same as the needs of the “normal”
personality. The problems that have
overwhelmed the mentally ill are the
same as the problems that harass
those not ill. We must also bear in
mind that the mental states into
which the ill have fallen are only
deepenings and extensions of the

_ moods that form the daily pattern of
any person’s innér life. Indeed, it is

now common knowledge that the
line between a normal mental life and
an abnormal one is thin. So it is, and
the basic needs of both are essentially
one, although the approach must

vary.

Christianity Not an
Escape From Life

Before we go on to consider some of
the special strands in the dynamic of
the Christian faith, we must stress
one more important matter. It is this:
Christianity is not a means of escape
from life. Sometimes it is misrepre-
sented in that way. Christians are
often told that the ideas of salvation
and heaven are but means of escape

- from the pressing problems and woes’

of this life. Regrettably it must be
admitted that the popular presenta-
tion of the Christian gospel often
smacks of this. If the average Chuis-
tian will examine his thinking on the
matter of salvation, he will observe
that he thinks of it almost entirely in
terms of escape—escape from sin,
death, pain and hell.

The Christian must think of his

salvation as escape from all that sepa-
rates him from God, but he must not,

stop there. Salvation is not only salva-
tion from something, but is also sal-
vation for something, One detects a
strong “escapist” note in the attitude
of some of those Christians who fer-
vently look forward to a time when
Christ will return to set up an earthly
kingdom. Among some of those who
think thus about the events con-
nected with our Lord’s return, the
emphasis is often upon a grand earthly
set-up to which. the saints can look
forward as a kind of escape from the
disappointments and reverses of this
life and where smaller souls can com-
pensate for their small attainments
here by . reigning with Christ in a
kingdom of material splendor.

That is not the real spirit of the
Christian faith. The real spirit of the
Christian faith, as it ought to dwell
in the hearts of saved men and
women, is rather a great sovereign
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order and challenge to go forward in
the strength of the Lord to conquer
life, every phase and interest of it, for
God and His glory. That is not the
language of escape. That is the lan-
guage of challenge, of sovereign chal-
lenge, of dynamic challenge. This
‘world then becomes a place where the
souls of men can and must use their

capacities and drives for the attain-
ment of a grand and glorious objective
—an objective having to do, not with
self and its happiness, but with God
and His glory. That is part of the great
dynamic of the Christian faith which
we hope to examine more closely in
subsequent articles.
(To Be Continued)

Spiriﬁual Fruitfulness

A Meditation on Isaiah 5:1-7

By the REV. LAWRENCE B. GILMORE, Th.D.
Pastor of Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Trenton, New Jersey

THIS is a parable about bearing
B spiritual fruit for God. Through
the whole Bible there is used a won-
derfully expressive comparison, accord-
ing to which men are likened to
plants or trees and their works to
grain or fruit. Fruit is something
organic, not artificial. It is the pro-
duction of the life within, not some-
thing mechanically fastened on from
without.

God's Provision for
" Fruit-bearing

God has arranged the astronomical,
-meteorological, and chemical laws of
the universe so that the earth will
bring forth fruit. One part of the
world, the land of Canaan, God made
particularly fruitful, especially in Bible
times, before it became ravaged by
centuries of conquest (Deut. 8:7, 8).

In the Old Testament, God re-
gards His chosen - people Israel as
plants specially designed to produce
the good fruits of obedience to Him.
He brought them as a vine out of
Egypt, and planted them in Canaan
(Psalm 80:8-11). They were to bring
forth the fruits of righteousness and
good works. In Isaiah’s time they cer-
tainly were not doing this.

Isaiah’s Histerical Situation

Isaiah, we recall, was the great
evangelical protﬁhet living in the reigns
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze-
kiah, kings of Judah. He prophesied
therefore in the latter half of the
eighth’ century before Christ.

During Isaiah’s ministry, Israel, the
northern kingdom, fell before Assyria
in 722 B.C. Judah was to endure
longer, but its sinful state pointed to
ulttmate downfall. The bad social con-
ditions in Judah included drunken-

ness, deterioration in the character of.

women, selfish wealth, oppressed pov-

erty, and the . corruption of religion. -

Worst of all, the people of Judah did
not think that God would visit judg-
ment on them even if they did not
forsake their sins. But Isaiah, in his
parable of the vineyard, shows them
that God will surely judge them.

The Parable and Its Application

Isaiah uses a parable in the form
of a song to make objective to the
people their sinful condition. He por-
trays a lovely vineyard on a sunny
elevation. The owner has tilled it,
planted it, and protected it with the
greatest care. But instead of grapes,
it has brought forth wild grapes.
What then will he do with his vine-
yard? He will give it up to desolation.

The application is expressly given
by the prophet himself with a crash-

ing conclusion enforced by a play on

words which it is impossible to trans-
late from Hebrew: “For the vineyard
of the Lord of hosts is the house of
Istael, and the men of Judah his
pleasant plant: and he looked for jus-
tice (mishpat), but behold bloodshed
(mispat); for righteousness (tsedaqa),
but behold a cry (tseaqa)” (5:7).

There are three main points given
in the parable and its application:
(1) the owner of the vineyard is the
Lord of hosts; (2) the vineyard is His
chosen people; (3) the evil fruits of
the vineyard are violence and popular
misery. ,

In the original, the word for wild
grapes means malodorous fruits. These
repulsive fruits of wickedness are im-
mediately listed by Isaiah in a series
of woes (5:8-24): greedy grabbing of
houses and lands, drunken luxury,
reckless iniquity, moral blindness, con-

fidence in human wisdom, and the
taking of bribes to pervert justice.
The owner asks what more He
could have done for His vineyard.
God had brought His people out of
Egypt into Canaan with a mighty
hand and a stretched out arm. He
had given them His holy law with its
sacrificial system to bring them into
communion with Him. He had sent

before them Moses and Aaron, Joshua’

and the judges, and many good kings
and mighty prophets. What more
could they ask?

Consequently drastic judgment must
be expected. It is not until the end

“of chapter six that we find hope

promised in the fact that a remnant
of God’s people will be preserved as
a holy seed (6:13).

The New Testament Teaching

The New Testament teaching re-
garding fruit-bearing follows directly
upon that of the Old. Indeed, the
Lord Jesus gives the parable of the
Wicked Husbandmen, the teaching
of which continues directly that of
Isaiah’s parable (Matt. 21:33-43 and
parallel passages). In our Lord’s para-
ble, God requires the fruits of the
vineyard from His people Israel, just
as He did in Isaiah’s parable. ‘

Furthermore, the Lord Jesus Him-
self is the Son of the Heavenly Hus-
bandman (Matt. 21:37-39). In an-
other comparison He is the True Vine
(John 15:1-8). He is also the grain
of wheat that is cast into the ground
and dies and brings forth much fruit
(John 12:24).

In His teaching our Saviour speaks
of the product of religious confessors
as fruit. The tree is known by its
fruit (Matt. 12:33). Our fruit is our
influence in doctrine and conduct. To
do good we must be good.

But how shall we really be good?
Law, culture, and improved environ-
ment fail us here. Only salvation from
sin through the regeneration of the
Holy Spint and the atonement pro-
vided by the precious blood of Christ
gives a new nature, renewed, par-
doned, and reénforced in motive by
the constraining love of the Redeemer.

Those who are truly united to
Christ by faith bring forth good fruit
unto God (Rom. 7:6). The fruit of
the Spirit is truly beautiful, being
“love, joy, peace, ngsuffering, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness,
temperance; against such there is no
law” (Gal. 5:22, 23).

.
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We are solemnly reminded that
what we sow we shall reap, and that
he that soweth to his own flesh will
reap corruption, like the malodorous
fruits in Isaiah’s parable, while he
that sows to the Spirit shall reap life
eternal (Gal. 6:7, 8). The fruit of
sinful acts is on? shame and death
(Rom. 6:21). We must accordingly

have no fellowship with the unfruit-

ful works of darkness but rather re-
prove them (Eph. 5:11).

Our Part

. By God’s grace we may have a very
important and complex part in bear-
ing good fruit through a righteous life
used of the Spirit to win souls for
Christ. .
First, we may be the receptive soil

bearing a rich harvest through the

divine blessing (Mark 4:8).
Again, we may be the branches
abiding in Christ, the True Vine, and

so bear much fruit (John 15:5).
Further, through denial of self, we
may be the buned grain, dying and
bringing forth fruit (John 12:24).
While we cannot die vicariously ‘}or
others as Christ did, it is true that
we may die to sin and self, and so rise
into newness of life and fruitfulness
for His glory (Gal. 2:20; Col. 3:1-4).
Still further, we may be leithtul
husbandmen, caring for the part of

God’s kingdom work assigned to us

(Luke 20:16). This may be a Sunday
school class, or other form of gospel
service and testimony, ‘

We must bear good fruit for God,
else we are useless and only cumber
the ground (Luke 13:69). But we
cannot have Christian fruits without
Christian roots. We must be rooted
and grounded in Christ and His
Word. Then in the church and the
world we shall bring forth the fruits
of righteousness to the glory of God.

What Is Presbyterian Orthodoxy?

By the REV. ROBERT B. BROWN |

Pastor of Jennings Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Omaha, Nebraska

T THE close of the preceding
article in this series, we were
considering this frank question:

Can those who answer “yes” to such
questions [the first three ordination ques-

tions asked of a minister or elder in the

Presbyterian Church in the US.A.] pre-
serve their integrity and at the same time
enjoy freedom of thought sufficient to
justify both the differences between them-
selves and theological advance?

You will recall that this question was
posed by Dr. Walter R. Clyde in his
installation address on “Creedal Sub-
scription and Theological Liberty in
the Presbyterian Church”, at Omaha
Theological Seminary.

In the answering of this question,
the professor of Christian theology
and ethics at this midwestern semi-
nary of the Presbyterian Church in
the U.S.A. proposed three divisions:
(1) How Presbyterian orthodoxy is
determined; (2) What Presbyterian
orthodoxy is. today; and (3) What
the possibilities are for Presbyterian
orthodoxy in the future. Lest the
reader of THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARD-
1AN -assume’ that the professor defines
“orthodoxy” in the orthodox fashion,

I shall give you Dr. Clyde’s unortho-
dox definition:

" what standard  is

The term “orthodox,” be it remarked and
afterwards remembered, is employed here
and throughout this discussion mnot as
restricted to what is majority opinion. It
refers also to ideas the majority may not
hold but nevertheless grants to be possible
interpretations. Thus, for the present pur-
pose, “orthodoxy” implies a degree of
liberty as well as a specific type of con-
formity.

We are happy that the general Chris-
tian public does not pour this mean-
ing into the specific term “Orthodox
Presbyterian”! It is necessary, how-
ever, carefully to define orthodoxy
when it is employed to describe a con-
dition now existing in the Presbyterian
Church in the US.A. We thank the
professor for his help at this point!
Let us now proceed to Dr. Clyde’s
elucidation of the question, How is
Presbyterian “orthodoxy” to be de-
termined? Or, as he rephrases it, “By
it ascertainable
whether a given theological opinion
is acceptable within the Presbyterian
Church?”
- We observe with interest that the
first step taken in the direction of
answering this question is an attempt
to undermine the authority of the
Westminster Standards. Since the
confession itself states that all synods

and councils “may err, and many have
erred”, we are called upon to admit
that this included all church as-
semblages from the time of the orig-
inal Westminster Assembly down to
the later courts of the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A. :

Clearly the implications are that the Con-
fessions and the Catechisms are mot in-
errant  pronouncements of the Christian
faith, and that Presbyterians of a subse-
quent day may offer more accurate state-
ments.

The  interesting question is next
raised as to the way in which the
accuracy, or permissibility, of later
statements can be determined. Dr.
Clyde’s ready answer is again found
in the document he calls into ques-
tion, as he quotes from Chapter
XXXI, Section 3, of the confession:

It belongeth to synods and councils minis-
terially to determine controversies of faith,
and cases of conscience. . . .

He derives from this quotation that

The Presbyteries, synods, and General As-
semblies of the Church, under the rules
provided for particular cases, are em-
powered to approve or disapprove of the
orthodoxy of the demomination’s minis-
terial candidates and ministers, and to
alter or amend the doctrinal standards.

Of course, continues Dr. Clyde, the
confession’s grant of such authority
to Presbyterian courts does not con-
tradict its admission that all courts are
fallible, but it is rather made to

prevent the assumption that a council
can be infallible, and thus legislate nation-
ally or possess the right to employ co-
ercive measures of a physical character to
enforce conformity. The fallibility of
ecclesiastical councils does not mean that
an ecclesiastical council of a particular
Church cannot propetly legislate for those
who desire to enjoy its fellowship. . . .
Thus, according to the Presbyterian sys-
tem, Christians are left to the freedom of
their own consciences under God, as indi-
viduals, as members of other denomina-
tions, but not as Presbyterians. As Pres-
byterians, the extent of their freedom is
determined by the church courts to which
they pledge their obedience.

Dr. Clyde then leaves us with a
very provocative question, which I will
in turn leave with you until my next
article:

But exactly how much liberty do these
courts allow? This brings us to our second
question: What is Presbyterian orthodoxy
today? o
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The Epistle to the Ephesians

\ A Series of Studies by the REV. FLOYD E. HAMILTON

Executive Secretary of the Committee on Christian Education

HAPTER 2:8. (c) We are saved
by grace alone (verses 8, 9).

“For -by grace have ye been saved
through faith, and that not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God”. It would
be impossible to present the tremend-
ous truth, that salvation is of the
Lord, more impressively than Paul
does in this climactic verse. After tell-
ing us in every conceivable way that
God alone is the source of our salva-
tion, he builds up to this stupendous
climax by showing that even the faith
by which our salvation is received is
a gift from God and not something
which we exercise by our own innate
powers. Those who exalt man at the
expense of God’s glory are quick to
claim that it is the salvation that Paul
- here says is the gift of God, not the
faith by which it is received. As a
matter of fact, such a view really does
not do away with the truth that every
particle of our salvation is from God,
for even were they right in referring
the clause, “it is the gift of God”, to
the salvation and not to the faith by
which that salvation is received, i1t
would simply reinforce the great truth
that every particle of our salvation is
from God alone! The claim that the

neuter pronoun fouto (“that”) can- -

not refer to “faith” which is a femi-
nine noun, has little weight in view
of Scriptural examples in which it is
used with a feminine noun (e.g. Phil.
1:28). As a matter of fact, the neuter
pronoun “that” is used by the Greeks
with the implied word “thing” as the
missing antecedent. There seems little
doubt that in this eighth verse it re-
fers to the “faith”, for “faith” is the
nearest possible antecedent; the inter-
" pretation which refers the “that” to
salvation, not “faith”, would make
the apostle repeat himself by saying
the same thing over and over, with-
out even the merit of emphasis, and
with a weak finish to a powerful pas-
sage. He has already stated that salva-

tion is-entirely from God, and there -

is no point in repeating it after the
first part of this verse. Then, too, the
antithesis between faith and works,
so common in Paul’s writings, would
be carried out here if the contrast is
between faith which is not of our

of The Orthodox Presbyterian Church

selves and works which -are a ground
of merit. But the strongest reason of
all is that by referring touto (“that”)
to “faith”, the passage builds up to
this remarkable climax by showing
that even the very means by which
we receive salvation—namely, faith—
is itself a gift from God!

We have dwelt thus at this great
length to establish this point because
many people have the idea that they
can believe in Christ by their own
strength, or at least that unless they
are willing to believe, God cannot
force them to it. Such teaching is
clearly contradicted by Scripture,
which teaches that God “hath mercy
on whom he will, and whom he will

"he hardeneth”, and that “it is not -of

him that willeth, nor of him that
runneth, but of God that hath mercy”
(Rom. 9:16-18). However, if, as we
have shown, this eighth verse teaches
the truth that even faith is a gift from
God, we have a passage which spe-

cifically destroys any teaching that -

faith 1s somehow or other a work of
merit and deserves reward from God
because of the favor we have done
Him in believing on His Son! The
great truth that salvation is wholly
of God and that no one can even.see
the kingdom of God without the gift
of the new birth (John 3:3) in no
way rests solely on Ephesians 2:8; but
the clarity of the language in this
eighth verse makes it impossible to
claim that faith itself is somehow or
other something which man dead in
sin is able in his own strength to
exercise. The fact that even faith is
God’s gift to helpless men makes it
abundantly plain that we owe all our
salvation to God, even the instrument
by which we receive it.

Faith is the basket God gives us,
into which He pours the gift of salva-
tion as He gives us the strength and
power to carry away His bounty. Faith
is like the hand of the man with the
withered arm, after our Lord restored
it to its original strength so that He
could cling unto the Saviour for salva-
tion; faith is like the eyes of the man
born blind, after Jesus healed them
and enabled him to look unto Him
and be saved. Faith is the tool fash-
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ioned by the Master Craftsman, which
He places in our hands and enables
us to carve out therewith places upon
which to plant our feet on the rocky
road to glory. But all the figures of
speech in the world cannot picture
the wonder of the great gift of faith
to the one who uses it forthwith as a
means of resting his weight wholly on
the Saviour for salvation. Praise God

that He has bestowed this gift on us,
‘undeserving sinners that we are.

Verse 9

“Not of works, that no man should
glory”. The familiar contrast between
taith and works, so frequently en-
countered in Paul’s writings, comes out
here 'anew. He adds these words to
make it perfectly clear that there is

not the slightest ground for feeling .

proud of our believing unto salvation.
If God saved us because we exercised
belief through our own strength, then
we would have whereof to glory before
God. But when it is plain that even

“ the faith by which we receive salva-

tion is from God, every possible
ground for boasting is taken from us.
Notice that there is no qualification of
this term “works”. It is not legal or
ceremonious works as opposed to kind
acts and upright moral living that are
rejected as the basis of salvation; it
is any kind of good works, ceremonial
law keeping, or even religious ob-

_servances that is rejected as a means

of salvation. Many people still cling

to the idea that if they are good -

enough God will save them, or that if
their honesty, kindness, generosity and
good neighborliness are sufficiently
manifest to the rest of the world and
to God, those things will overbalance
their misdeeds and somehow get them
into heaven. Nothing could be farther
from the truth. Of course, a Christian
will do all these good things because
his changed nature will love to miani-
fest the love of God shed abroad in
his heart to others, but never will he
do them as a ground or even means
of securing salvation. Others teach
that we can atone for our sins by
doing penance, or by giving our lives
wholeheartedly in some great cause,
or by being faithful in our religious
observances, but they are of all men
most pitiable because they totally mis-
apprehend the way of salvation. That
way is the way of grace, the unmerited
favor of God: Resting on Him alone
for salvation; exercising the God-given
faith which He has wrought in our

Re
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hearts. We believe, but it is God who
has -given us the gift of faith, while
others, with just as fine minds as we

_ have, still remain in darkness.

What a sense of humility the
realization of this great fact should
produce in my-soul! And then what

" a feeling of gratitude should arise as

I realize that God has stooped to
save a helpless, unworthy, sin-dead-
ened wretch like me! There. were

others far better by every human’

standard than I, and far more de-
serving of salvation by the yardstick
of the world, yet God passed them
by and chose me!! If He has done

~

that, surely He has every right to
claim my life’s fullest devotion!

In this war, men are giving their
lives for noble ideals, to preserve the
American way of life or because they
believe “this is worth fighting for”.
But if men can lay down their lives
for earthly things or ideals, should
not we, who are redeemed by the
precious blood of Christ, seek to live
in absolute obedience to His will? As
a matter of historical record, that is
exactly what those who have under-
stood this great fact have tried to do
in the past. Is it'what you and I are
trying to do today?

The Christian Task

By Ruling Eilder GORDON H. CLARK, Ph.D.

AS popularly understood, the Chris-
tian task is to preach the gospel
to the lost. This popular understand-
ing is basically correct. Conservative
Christians have rightfully reproached
the liberals for having substituted a
social gospel of pacifism for the gospel

-of the redeeming blood of Jesus

Christ. Let us always insist that the

 cross of Christ be never obscured.

The popular understanding, how-
ever, may err in not going far enough,
in not carrying out the implications
of redeeming grace much beyond
sermons preached in religious meet-

ings or personal work among acquaint-

ances. And, as a result, the burden of
the Christian task falls more and more
on the ministers; or if laymen engage
in Christian work they see little cop-

- nection between Christian and secular

employment. In the minds of too

. many people, there is between these
" two types of activity a great gulf fixed.

Because of this gulf, opportunities
for important Christian service remain
unnoticed. A layman who wishes to
serve Christ will consider the ordinary
phases of church work and fail to

.examine other fields in which possibly

he might be of immense value.

To illustrate only one such field of
service, let us notice the paganizing
influence of the American magazines
of general circulation. There are few
Chnstian editors and few Christian
writers. Consequently, when the maga-
zine touches on religious themes, it is
never helpful and often it is destruc-
tive of Christian faith. On the other

hand, think what an advantage it

would be to the minister in conduct-
ing divine worship if the congregation
had been reading material with a
Christian viewpoint instead of pagan
literature. One need but open his eyes
to see the prejudice the Christian
minister must contend with because
of the imeligion that the populace
absorbs in its general reading.

If it be not amiss, it might be well
to mention two magazines just for the
sake of being specific. The two chosen
are not chosen because they are par-
ticularly antichristian. On the con-
trary, they are rather innocuous re-
higiously. They are mentioned not as
examples of how bad a magazine can
be, but as examples of a type of maga-
zine through which incalculable Chris-
tian good could be done by a Chris-
tian editor. They are Parents Magazine
and Children’s Activities.

If a competent and Christian editor
could speak to the general public
through magazines of such reputable
character, he would be preaching the
gospel as truly as any minister. He
would be serving the Lord as truly
as an elder on the session or a teacher
in the Sunday school. And if a
wealthy layman would buy such- a
magazine and put it into hands that
were both competent and Christian,
he ought to realize a return on his
investment and have, as well, the satis-
faction of knowing that he has made
possible a widespread proclamation of
the gospel to people whom ministers
never meet.

NIGHT SUPERVISOR

WANTED at the Christian Sanatorium,
Midland Park, N. J.—Registered Nurse
to fill position of Night Supervisor.
Address reply giving full particulars
as to past experience, age, church
affiliation, to Supervisor of Nurses.

WANTED
MATRON for NURSES’ HOME.,
Evangelical Christian faith. Ap-
ply at once. Director of Nurses,
Christian Sanatorium, Midland
Park, N. J.

WANTED
At the Christian Sanatorium,
Midland Park, N. J. Male and
Female Registered or Practical
Nurses. Apply to Director of
Nurses.

'~ WANTED FOR TRAINING

Christian men and women in practical
psychiatric nursing, ages 18-35. School
in beautiful surroundings and salary
given while learning. Write: Director
of Nurses, Christian Sanatorium, Mid-
land Park, N. J.

in the Armed Forces

CHAPLAIN WILLIAM T.STRONG,

former pastor of Immanuel Presby-

terian Church, West Collingswood.

3
3
i
i
3
4
tr
P
»:
b

‘o NN i
i




94 THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN

March 25

Ruth, Jessie and the Fourth Commandment
A Serial Story for Children, by HARRIET Z. TEAL

CONCLUSION

The Next Morning

ARLY Monday moming Mrs.
Harris was busy with her washing.
Some of the first pieces were already
on the line, blowing in the spring
breeze, and she was wondering why
her neighbor, Mrs. Evans, did not
seem to be doing her washing, as
usual, this momning. Presently she
heard a knock at the back door. There
was Mrs. Evans. She looked pale, and
as though she had been crying.

“Why, Mrs. Evans, what is the
matter?” Instead of answering, Mirs.
Evans burst into tears. Mrs. Harris
put her arm about her neighbor, and
led her into the living-room.

“Now”, she said, “tell me all about
it, and what I can do to help you”.

“Oh, Mrs. Harris, I am so unhappy
and frightened”, said~ Mrs. Evans.
“Such a. terrible thing happened last
night,” and she went on to tell of the
automobile accident. “The man who
drove the car had been at the party
with us; we had seen him and his
wife just before we left the house. He
was killed, and his wife terribly hurt,
and some of the people in the other
car were seriously injured, too. And
we might all have been killed! It was
a wonder we were not—Oh, Mrs.
Harris! I could not sleep for thinking
of it—if we had died, where would
we be now? I know you've tried very
often to talk to me about my soul,
and I wouldn’t listen. But please tell
me now how I can be saved, and how
I can save my husband and children!”
Then the poor woman broke down
and wept, so .that Mrs. Haris just
had to put her arms around her to
comfort her until she stopped crying
and was able to listen.

Then she told her that in the Bible,
God’s Word, is the only place where
we can leamn the way to be saved. She
brought her Bible and read Romans
3:23 (“For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God”) which
tells that we are all sinners, and
Romans 6:23 (“For the wages of sin
is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord”)
- which tells that sin must be punished
- with death, but that Christ came to
bring forgiveness and life to those who

will repent. Then she read John 3:16
(“For God so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on him should
not perish, but have everlasting life”)

. which tells of God’s Son, the Saviour,

who died for sinners. Next she turned
to Acts 16:31 (“Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house”) which tells that we
must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, and put our trust in Him,
in order to be saved.

Mrs. Evans said, “Oh, yes, I know
I am a sinner, but I want to turn away
from sin, and be good and obedient
to God; I want my sins washed away”.

“Then”, said Mrs. Harris, “if you
believe that God’s Son died for you,
will you accept Him as your Saviour?”

“Oh, yes, I want to,” replied Mirs.
Evans.

“Let’s kneel down here by the
couch and tell God so”, said Mrs.
Harris. So together they knelt in the

- very spot where Ruth and her mother

had prayed God to save the Evans
family. Mrs. Evans took the Lord
Jesus Christ as her Saviour and was
saved.

When they rose from their knees,

Mrs. Harris read this verse from the

- Bible: “Verily, verily I say unto you,

he that heareth my word, and be-
lieveth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation; but is passed from

"death unto life” (John 5:24). .

“Mrs. Evans if . you have truly

-trusted in Him, you now have ever-

lasting life, God has forgiven your sin
for Jesus’ sake, and you need mno
longer fear that terrible punishment
which waits for those who will not
believe on the Lord. You are now His
child!”

The next Sunday all the Evans

family came to church. Jessie and Bob -

joined the Sunday school and the
little Sunday afternoon Bible school
at the Harnses’. Mrs. Evans said, “I
want my children to learn all they
can of the Bible”.

It was not many weeks before Mr.
Evans, after several long talks with
Mr. Harris, also gave his heart to the
Saviour and he and his wife united

with the church by making public

profession of their faith in Christ.

And Jessie and Bob, too, presently
came to understand and to accept
Christ, and became children of God.
How happy they were, and how dif-
ferent their lives became! They no
longer did their own pleasure on
God’s holy Day, but found their joy
in dedicating His Day to Him.

Orthodox Presbyterian Church News

Presbytery of the Dakotas

HE Rev. C. A. Balcom of Wilton,

N. D,, reports that a new work is
being opened at Bismarck. Mr. Bal-
com and his family are moving to that
city, establishing it as their headquar-
ters and from there plan to branch
out to the outlying districts. It is ex-
chted that work will be opened in

andan also. Mr. Balcom covered all
of these fields some years ago, and
friends of his former work have moved

" into some of the smaller fields he

plans to serve. He hopes also to be
able to start several Sunday schools in
the surrounding country. . . . In Feb-
ruary Mr. Balcom was asked to preach

a funeral service in Bismarck and the:

interment was to be held at Baldwin.
After the service, the funeral party
started for Baldwin in a blinding bliz-
zard, with the mercury between

~on March 4th. . .

twenty and thirty degrees below zero.
In the storm the automobile stalled,
and a snow plough slipped off the
road into a ditch. After spending the
night and part of the next day at a
farmhouse, Mr. Balcom’s car was
towed home by a coal truck. After
two more days the storm abated, and
the committal service was finally con-
ducted.

“Special services at ‘Bancroft, S. D.,
and neighboring churches, with the
Rev. John J. DeWaard of Rochester,
N. Y., as guest speaker, were well
attended despite severe weather. At
Yale seventy-two persons were present
. The Bancroft
church is preparing to redecorate the
church property. A painter has been
engaged to paint the outside, and the
women of the church are planning
the interior decorations. . . . The
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church at Manchester is negotiating
the purchase of its property, and at

" Yale the congregation is also attempt-

ing to settle the same perplexing
problem. ,
Westminster Church, Hamill, S. D.:
At a . congregational meeting on
March -4th a pastoral call was ex-
tended to the Rev. Dean W. Adair,
who is at present supplying the pulpit.
. . . The church has purchased the
property adjoining it to the north,
and expects to convert it into a parish
house. The Ladies’ Aid Society has
purchased an oil heater, rug, kitchen
set, couch and bed for the parsonage.
The Second Congregational Church
of Denver, Colorado, whose pastor,
the Rev. W. Benson Male, is a min-
isterial member of Dakota Presbytery,
has been served with notice by the
Congregational Church Building So-
ciety that foreclosure proceedings on
its fine church property will be inst-
tuted because of the failure of the
church to cobperate with the program
of the denomination. That program is
outstandingly modernist. . . . Miss
Harriet Z. Teal is attempting the diffi-
cult task of continuing the Sunday
school work at Oak Creek, Colorado,
formerly conducted by the Rev. Clar-
ence W. Duff, as well as her regular
Sunday school work at the Denver
church. It is hoped that, with the
assistance of several other workers,
neither field will suffer unduly.

Presbytery of Philadelphia
EASTLAKE Church, Wilmington,
Del.: The mortgage fund cam-
paign committee has just announced
that” $5500 has been paid on the
original ~ $7500 mortgage on the
church building and manse. This
mortgage was undertaken at the time

_of the repurchase of the properties

from the Presbytery of New Castle
of the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A, to whom they had been
awarded after legal action. Pledges for
the coming year, amounting to more
than $2000, will cancel the remainder
of the mortgage indebtedness.
Knox Church, Philadelphia: The
Rev. Jack Zandstra, who is at present

supplying the pulpit of Knox Church,. ’

has begun two new Bible classes—one
for young boys and another for the
smaller children. :

Mediator Chapel, Philadelphia: The
second anniversary of the chapel was
observed from February 24th to 28th,
with Dr. Robert Strong of Willow

Grove as special speaker on two of the
five days. Mrs. Bruce F. Hunt spoke
to the children and, after her talk,
the Hunt children, including the
twins, dressed in native costume and
sang. Other features of the anniversary
included a fellowship supper and two
services addressed by Mr. John W.
Betzold and the Rev. John H. Skilton.
The Rev. James W. Price is pastor of
the chapel.

Redeemer Church, Philadelphia:

Mr. Thayer Westlake was a recent’

guest preacher, while the pastor, the
Rev. Thomas M. Cooper, was con-

"ducting communion service at, Living-

stone. Memorial Church. . . . On
February 17th the Rev. Robert S.
Marsden showed to the missionary
society the motion pictures of his
western tour of the denomination’s

- churches. . . . Prayer meeting subject

is the book of Revelation. ,

Knox Church, Washington, D. C.:
Missionary interest and blessing have
been received from recent visits of the
Rev. Bruce F. Hunt and the Rev.
R. Heber Mcllwaine.

Presbytery of New Jersey
FAITH Church, Pittsgrove: On
February 28th, the Westminster
Seminary Quartet sang at the mom-
ing service and took entire charge of
the evening service. There were
musical numbers, a brief talk by Mr.
David Kerr about student activities
in evangelism, and a sermon by Mr.
Gerard Koster. . . . At the March
communion service, two young people
were received into . communicant
membership on profession of faith.
The pastor, the Rev. Edward B.
Cooper, presented gift books to nine
persons who had completed the read-
ing of the entire Bible during the past
twelve months. : :
Covenant Church, East Orange:
The Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton, execu-
tive secretary of the Committee on
Christian Education, was the guest
preacher on March 7th. A capacity
audience turned out to hear his eve-
ning address on the question “Can
a Christian Believe in Evolution?”
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Participating in the service were three
science instructors from near-by high
schools. . . . A Bible club for junior
high school students was recently
organized. About a dozen attended
the first meeting.

Calvary Church, Wildwood: Nine
men from the church have now gone
into the armed forces. One of these
was killed in action on Guadalcanal.
.. . A choir of about twenty-five Coast
Guardsmen sang at a recent Sunday
evening service.

The Rev. Donald C. Graham, a
ministerial member of the presbytery
and pastor of Emmanuel Independent
Church of Morristown, reports that
a series of special services will be held

from March 28th to April 4th, with .

Dr. Robert Strong of Willow Grove
as preacher and Mrs. Strong as violin
soloist. A week of home prayer meet-

IMAKE cURIST K NOWN

* Knowledge of His saving grace brought to
thousands thruugh our Tracts each year. Have

your share in this soul-winning ministry. Here are .

Gospel Messages, keyed tothe times, attractive and
forceful, appealing and convincing. Also Tract Racks,
Post Cards, Cellophane Shests, etc. Big assortment.
Send only 25¢. D.P’. PG
FAITH, PRAYER & TRACT LEAGUE, Muskegon Hts., Michs

fo» CHOIR GOWNS

PULMT ROSES « EMBROIDEIRIES

NATONAL ACADEMIC CAP . GOWN CO
, ot )
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“on the International
. Uniform Lessons

. Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring
lesson expositions writien by specialists
for every age group. Undenominational
and uncontroversial with room only for
constructive truth.

Write for free specimens

AMERCAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION

1816 Chestnut- St,, Philadelphia, Pa.

SUNDAY SCHOOL PAPERS
Bible Lessons in Bible Order

Written by Reformed Bible Teachers
, Ask for Samples ‘
Christian Reformed Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.
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Money for Your Treasury
Over 2,000,000
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS

were sold during 1942 by Ladies’ Aids,
and members of Sunday Is and
Young People’s Groups. Finest quality
cloths. An easy, pleasant way to raise
funds for your treasmg or for the pur-
chase of WAR BONDS.
Sample Free to Official
Sangamon Mills=——Est. 1915
Cohoes, N. Y,

Announcing the 6th "Long Tract”

Communicant
Church Membership

By GEORGE ‘W. MARSTON

A course of detailed study in the
significance, duties, and privileges of
"communicant church membership.
Designed for those who plan to be-
come communicant members and for
those who desire a deeper undes-
standing of the subject. This course
will be useful also for young people’s
classes in doctrine, prayer meetings,
and discussion groups. °

Price, 25¢ a copy
Send your order today, to

COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
THE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P. O. Box 4038, Chestaut Hill, Phila., Pa.

Closely Graded or International
Uniform Lessons, and story papers,
for all ages from Beginners to
Adults. Used in thousands of suc-
cessful schools. Send for catalogue;
free prospectus of Graded; or sam-
ples of Uniform. Please state which
you want and mention department.

The Standard Fnblishing Co.

&th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati, Chie

+

ings will precede the services, and on
each of these Sundays at 5.30 p.M.
there will be a broadcast over station
WPAT (93 kilocycles).

Presbytery of Wisconsin

LONG cold winter has hindered

the work at the Indian mission
at Gresham, and attendance at meet-
ings and classes has been curtailed.
The Rev. John Davies reports that the
boys are still going off to the armed
forces. He has resorted to circular
letters to keep in touch with about
thirty men and one WAAC. During
the last week in February, he paid a
visit to the shipyard workers at
Sturgeon Bay, one hundred miles
from his home.

Presbytery of Ohio

IRST Church, Cincinnati: On Feb-

ruary 23rd the presbytery approved
a request of this church that Dr.
Lawrence B. Gilmore of Trenton,
N. J., be called to serve as stated sup-
ply for a period of six months.

Covenant Church, Indianapolis,
Ind.: On February 24th and 2sth, the
Rev. Clarence W. Duff, missionary
appointee of the denomination, spoke

to the Covenant Church and the

Warren Park Orthodox Presbyterian
Chapel. A few days later, the Rev.
Robert S. Marsden also addressed
both congregations and showed mo-
tion pictures of the demomination’s
work in twenty different fields.

Presbytery of California
FIRST Church, Long Beach: An
eleven-piece young people’s orches-
tra has recently been organized and
will play twice a month. . . . The
Machen League is making an inten-
sive drive to reach hundreds of .serv-
icemen quartered within a radius of
several miles of the church.

Grace Community Chapel, Long
Beach: Dedication of this latest addi-
tion to the work of the denomination
was held on February 7th. Grace
Chapel is under the leadership of the
Rev. Henry W. Coray, pastor of the

First Church of Long Beach. The

property was purchased last July and
first services were held in September.
At present there is a Sunday school
enrollment of seventy-five, and regu-
lar moming and evening worship serv-
ices are held. At the dedication serv-
ice, the sermon was preached by the
Rev. George W. Marston.

Beverly Church, Los Angeles: Mr.
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- Marston was the speaker at a two

weeks’ Bible conference held early
last month. Sixteen services were con-
ducted and the average attendance

" was forty-seven. Eighty persons who

had never been in the church before
were present at one or more services,
and there were three who professed

faith in Christ as their Saviour. At k

each meeting excellent music was one
of the features. . . . Recently one of
the members of the church now serv-
i:fg with the armed forces in North

tica sent a check for $100 for the
building fund.

Presbytery of New York
and New England

ECOND Parish Church, Portland,

Maine: From March 4th to 7th

the pastor, the Rev. Arthur O. Olson,
was ministering to the Norwegian
Evangelical Congregational Church of
Boston. In his absence, the pulpit of
the Portland church was supplied by
the Rev. Burton L. Goddard. . . .
There are now thirty-three men, who
are members or regular attendants at
church services, serving in the nation’s
armed forces. . . . The Rev. Bruce F.
Hunt will speak at the church from
April 1st to 4th.

Orthodox ~ Presbyterian  Church,
Franklin Square, N. Y.: At a special
congregational meeting, the church
voted to incorporate, as the first step
toward the final acquisition of the
church property. . . . The Rev. Wil-
liam Young was guest preacher at
both services on February 28th. At
that timeé the Rev. Bruce A. Coie,
pastor of the church, supplied the
pulpit of Grace Presbyterian Church,
West Pittston, Pa., and baptized the
infant son of the Rev. and Mirs.
Reginald Voorhees. Mr. Voorhees,
pastor of the West Pittston church,
is a ministerial member of the Presby-
tery of Philadelphia and was a class-
mate of Mr. Coie at Westminster
Seminary.

Calvary Church, Schenectady, N. Y.
A number of men who are not com-

. municant members of the church but -

who attend regularly have volunteered
for the work of renovating the upstairs
auditorium. Partitions have been re-
moved and. the chancel platform is
being rebuilt. Wiring, plastering, $and-
ing and varnishing of floors, and paint-
ing are being carried forward as
rapidly as possible. . . . It is expected
that five new communicant members
will soon be received.




