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ounce of energy he possesses to have the
station's decision annulled. He ought to
bring every legitimate pressure to bear
upon the station officials. If he can do so
justifiably, he ought to appeal to the
Federal Communications Commission. He
ought to rally the support of every Bible­
believing Christian in his crusade. If he
fails now, the sweet music of the gospel
will probably not again in our generation
flood the air lanes with the good news
of redeeming love. These are matters of
the utmost urgency, and Christians dare
not be complacent about them.

For this very reason, we wish that the
gospel broadcasters would not introduce
confusion. There is a vastly important
principle at stake-the principle of the
Great Commission. The gospel must be
preached. It must be preached in all the
world. And it must be preached in order
that sinners may be saved by the sovereign
working of God's Holy Spirit. For that
principle the gospel broadcasters and every
Christian as well should be willing to give,
if need be, the last full measure of devo­
tion.

We must, however, take exception to
the' claim of the broadcasters that their
religious liberty, guaranteed by the Con­
stitution, is being infringed upon by the
radio stations: Mr. McIntire, in his sermon
over WPEN on Sunday, March 4th, said,
". . . The Constitution of our land says:
'Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof.' There is the
Constitutional guarantee protecting us
from government control. We rejoice in
it. Because of it we have freedom of re­
ligion in this country. The freedom guar­
anteed in that place relates directly to the
attitude and the position of radio stations,
because radio stations are in a position
to control or to leave free this matter of
religious expression."

In our opinion, Mr. McIntire-and we
believe the rest of the broadcasters hold
to substantially the same position-is con­
fused. The government has not cancelled
his contract. If it had, our _land would
be essentially no better than Germany or
Japan. If it had, then indeed Christians
might well prepare themselves for the
arena or the stake. But -the government
has done nothing. Mr. Mclntire's contract
has been cancelled by a private business,
a portion of that free American enterprise
which Mr. McIntire himself . champions

(See "Bitch," page 112)

WPEN with the Federal Communications
Commission. Chairman of the new or­
ganization and sharpest thorn in WPEN's
flesh is the Rev. Carl Mclntire, radio
preacher of Collingswood, N. J., and
president of the American Council of
Christian Churches, who has minced no
words in his open flagellation of the sta­
tion and who has conferred stormily with
executives of the - station and with top
officials of the Evening Bulletin.

It may well be that the WPEN inci­
dent will set a precedent for independent
stations throughout the country. If it
does, the Federal Council will have won
another battle in its war of attrition against
the forces of militant Christianity. The
major networks have already closed their
doors' to purchasers of time for gospel
programs. If the independent stations fol­
low suit, it seems humanly impossible to
preserve a powerful and effective true
gospel witness on the air.

The reason is not obscure. The free
time so piously offered by the stations
and networks is not for the preachers of
the gospel of the Word of God. They
must stand, as it were, outside the candy
store window, with their noses pressed
against the glass, while the more fortunate
youngsters from the Federal Council side
of the railroad tracks go inside and scoop
up all the jelly beans. Perhaps two per
cent. of the listening public is interested
in hearing gospel messages on the air, even
though one hundred per cent. ought to
be given a chance to hear that gospel.
All right, say the station officials, if two
per cent. want your program, we'll give
you two per cent. of the free time.
Ninety-eight per cent. want Federal Coun­
cil, Roman Catholic and Jewish programs,
so we'll give the Council and the others
ninety-eight per cent. of the free time.
Your two per cent. will entitle you to
five uninterrupted golden minutes every
February zoth, and it will be a pleasure
to work with you in this "important matter
of carrying religious worship into the home
through radio broadcasting." Naturally, the
man on the receiving end of. this sort of

.dismissal echoes the Brooklyn chant, "We
wuz robbed!"

We don't think he was robbed. But
we do think he ought to fight with- every
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Philadelphia's Battle
of the Air Waves

The Passing Parade NE~S I
, . By THOMAS R. BmCH

WITHI~ the. past f~w weeks a Phila-
delphia radio station has cancelled

the contracts of about sixteen gospel
broadcasters, some of whom are of national
or even of international fame. The radio
preachers have formed an organization for
the purpose of protest. A mass meeting
attended by more than fourteen thousand
people has proclaimed that this is an issue
involving the whole American concept of
religious liberty and has called upon
Christians everywhere to join the gospel
broadcasters in their fight against the
present policy of the station which has
"violated these principles of religious lib­
erty." And the whole case has been ap­
pealed to the Federal Communications
Commission.

Radio station WPEN is a compara­
tively small Philadelphia station, owned
by the Evening Bulletin, largest news­
paper in the city. It is independent of the
major networks and hence was a haven
of refuge for gospel broadcasters who no
longer are able to buy time on the large
chains. In addition to numerous. purely
local programs, it carried Charles E.

[uller'S "Old Fashioned Revival Hour,"
-,:Walter A. Maier's "Lutheran H~ur:' and

Percy B. Crawford's "Young People's
Church of the Air."

Ute'in February, however, WPEN
notified its sixteen-odd religious broad­
casters that, effective not later than April
znd, it would adopt a new policy. It
planned "to inaugurate on a substantial
basis, as a public service, a series of re­
ligious broadcasts of general interest, the
time for which will not be sold." And the
letter of notification closed with some
pious observations about "the important
matter of carrying religious worship -into
the home through radio broadcasting,"
implying that henceforth that job would
be done a lot better byWPEN than it
had previouslybeen done by the preachers.

The gospel broadcasters promptly
formed the "Philadelphia Association of
Gospel Broadcasters" to. fight the ban,
rented Convention Hall for a protest meet­
ing on March 15th, and voted unani­
mously to file a formal complaint against



A MISSIONARY CHALLENGE

I MISSIONS I

99THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN1945

A~ryFroDl

the SololDons

I

,
l

T H ERE is a poignant story of
longing and a heart-searching

challenge to the people of God in
three letters recently received by
Chaplain E. Lynne Wade. They
were written by two of the Solomon
Island native Christians to whom
Chaplain Wade ministered while he
was stationed on Guadalcanal more
than a year ago. The letters are
here published almost exactly as they
were written, with no attempt to
change the picturesque style:

"Protestant Verson Church,
Arabala, Malaita,

South Langalanga Lagoon,
loth. October 1944.

"Dear Chaplain E. L. Wade,
"[ust little note to you, reminding

you again, and telling you that I'm
getting on quite well during that I
came home. I still think of the day
that I saw you, and asked for some
Testament, and that you took me in
your camp, and we go to your tent,
and that we talk together, and read
about God's Word, and also we have
some good lemon drinks that day.

"Here I write to you hoping you
are getting on fine with God's work
there amongst the soldiers also I
tell you that we are helping you with
our prayers every day, tho we stay
at home, and not help in the war,
but we have to fight with our prayers,

so God can help you, and some
others that did His work there, and
we pray that God will cause right­
eousness to win, and will speedily this
war to an end, so we may have peace
again.

"Thank you very much for your
kind love, that while I was there,
that you sent up some Testament
for us at Koli Carney Field, so I
got those books, and I share those
books to some of us who can able
to read God's Word.

"I like to tell you a little about
God's work here in our island, to­
day in our island, many that loved
the Lord are cold in their lives, and
many turned and hold on to things
that they had been let to the Lord
before, so we pray that God knows
to supply His work, and to turn them
again. We thank God too, tho many
slack back, but many just trust the
Lord too, during these difficult days.
Before war, we have missionaries.
who would visit 'us every months with
God's word, so to-day, no missionary
now, and many of us weak. So to-day
we need your help very much, and
some that love the Lord to pray for
us; we need you to come and see us
very much, but you are very busy
with the work there too. [The writer
is evidently under the impression
that Chaplain Wade is still stationed
somewhere in the island group.] But

whenever you get some free time
please try and come over and see us
some sunday; if you willing to come,
write first and tell me, so we can
ready and send news to our people
in different villages so they can come
together to welcome you. We are
very glad if you come. To day we
have lots of needs, one of our. needs
is for a missionaries to hold a school
for children, before we have a school,
which is at One pusu, the mission­
aries taught us there, but so now
to day, no school for our children,
so we. need some one who would let
himself for this work, to leave his
home and family, as some of the
Australian did before war, to teach
boys and girls; these are the great
needs but we trust God will supply
it. I hold a little school myself, but
I not learn much to know any thing
so to teach boys; I can only read,

. and write and to do some little add­
ing, and multiplying, subtraction, di­
vision, but not much, more to learn
r need, truely we can only learn to
love the Lord, but beside we must
learn of some other things that. to
help us too. Lots of boys here willing
to learn but I am ignorant, I like to
learn myself too, if some missionary
come to help us.

"I like to see you very much, to
talk over some things, arid to show
me some things that I like 10 teach
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Chaplain Wade has echoed the
need expressed by Heber Imora. There
is a tremendous need, he says, for com­
plete reference Bibles out there. A
number of the native Christians were
acquainted with the Scofield Bible,
but Chaplain Wade pointed out some
of the serious errors of Scofield and
then generated enthusiasm for his
Thompson Reference Bible which, he
says, is just what they ought to have.
"Any kind of a Bible with reliable
helps," Chaplain Wade continues,
"would be a godsend to them. If any
of our people want to do a wonderful
thing, r can supply a list of names of
fine Christian natives, most of them
local teachers and pastors, to whom a
Bible may be sent. I hope they will
send a Thompson, as I think it is abso­
lutely the best. They are expensive,
but the clothbound .edition, which is

during an epidemic which swept
through the islands and killed hun­
dreds of natives.

Heber's letter was written on Febru­
ary 5th:

"Dear Sir
"Me not fit to write to you. But

me must write to you, Because me
have chance ye4 so I tell you about
Shebuel Teti which is your friend is
gone home to heaven, might you heard
about Him or not yet; So I must tell
you more about Him, How the Lord
Jesus call Him Home already. On
April date 5th. And I always think of
the peace that you had with Him.
How you both love the work of the
Lord Jesus. In Here at GuadaIcanal,
Again I am still believing that you
had promised one nice Bible. In my
remembrance for you shall not get
slack, though you a man from another
country the love of Christ heaps us
up to. be one. And another thing too
Chaplain, me always praying for you.
Where ever you go. Might you at
home now or in some island. I tell
you about myself this time. That God
is so very good to me, all through my
unknown journey. Also this year 1945
I am now here at Guadalcanal. I join
the laborers here. Yes Chaplain I hope
to meet, and see our faces at Jesus
feet. May our blessed Lord be with
you.

"Yours in the Love of Christ Jesus,
HEBER HEDLEY IMORA,

C/o British Resident Commissionar,
APO 709, C/o Postmaster,
San Francisco, Calif."

Later Jeriel addressed another letter
to Chaplain Wade:

"I not quite satisfied with what I
told you in the other letter, here I tell
you again; Do'nt forget, we have a
great need, ask our friends and those
that truely love our Lord to help us
in this our need, ask some of those
chaplain . there in the Protestant
Church, to try and help us with our
need. Help us with any kinds of books
fOJ schools, and pencils and some other
thing that help the schools.

"And try an find some one who can
help us to teach our boys. Please write
and tell me what you think, or if the
letter reach you.

"Here is a call across to America
for help, as the jews did when Paul
and Stephen and the disciples
preached the Gospel before.

From
JE1UEL AFIA,

"And also we need a drum for our
school, we got 2 but they are broken,
so if you can try and get one for us,
or if you know how to get the right
kind of lids for them, one is called
Recular Hardwhite, Made in U.S.A.
we need some lid for that one, and
not know where the. other is made,
may be in Australia or America, but
it is a large one than the other one,
and it is made of brass, I measure it
cross way, and it is I 3 ~ ins. [di­
ameter] so you may see if you can
get us a new are or just send some
lids for these two broken ones.

"If you know where to get them or
the books, or any thing for our school
but if you need us to help in some
money, write quickly and tell us please
so I can ask the District Officer and
come to see you myself. We are will­
ing to help you in our money if you
know where to get these things for us.

J. A."
The third letter is from another

native Christian, Heber Hedley Imora,
and is written from the Native Labor
Camp on Guadalcanal. Chaplain
Wade describes Heber as "one of the
finest native Christians in the Solo­
mons, and one of my dearest friends
there." Heber tells of the death of his
cousin, Shebuel, who is second from
the right in the first photograph on
page 99, and who is kneeling in
front of the group in the second
photograph. Shebuel was another of
Chaplain Wade's many Christian
friends on Guadalcanal, and he died
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boys, but I not know them quite
good, so will you please try and get
some chance and come over to see
us.

"And also I like to tell you, that
there is a great need in my little
school, I need some pencils, and
also I have nothing of books, so will
you please try and supply this need
of mine, I know it is very hard to
get things as during the war, so I'm
only try and ask you, and if not,
you will try, so you can see in the
following list:- I cannot tell you
what kind of hook, or what size is
it, I can only tell it, but you try
and find any eddition part of books
that you know it best.

Arithmetic Book-one is enough.
Exercise Books-send as much as

you can find.
English Grammar---doz. or. Y2 a

doz. Several of them.
Composition---doz. or Y2 a doz.

Several of them.
Ceograhy Book-lor 2.

Atlas-lor 2.

Pencils-as much as you can find.
History Books-5
"This is the book that I need it

most, I not know the name of it,
but it is to read about every thing
in other countries, and who dis­
covered what island or country, or
continent, so if you know what kind
of book it is send it too.

"I just tell you how many I need,
but you can find me any kind of
books more, and send as much, for
I need lots of books fur this school.
If you need us to send you some
money so you can buy these for us,
write soon and tell us, so we can
make our collection of money and
send it to you, and tell our brothers
in the U. S. to help our school to with
books, and to buy some books to help
us; and if the Lords will, He will
choose who will out from America, or
Australia to help us in our school. You
know everybook in schools, so you can
find some other good school books, or
any thing to help our school. I think
thats about covers everything; May the
Lord add His reach blessing on you,
and our Christian brothers at home or
where ever they are.

From,
Your brother In Christ,

JERIEL AFIA.

C/o District Officer,
Auki, Arabala,
Malaita, British Solomon Islands."
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and having helped him into the house.
Later Mr. Stanton and I called on him in
the hospital when we went to Massawa,
He surely was pleased. We had a very
pleasant chat with him and his men. His
rib had been fractured, but he was doing
all right. He served us tea and fed us
honey from the highlands.

We were in town several days, and be­
fore we left I took him some fruit from
the market and had another talk with him.
I felt I ought to speak to him briefly about
our faith. I told him that we both believed
there was but one God. If that was so,
there could be but one true religion. He
believed in the Mohammedan religion and
I in the Christian. If our religion was true,
then he and all Moslems must be lost, and
if his religion was true, then we are abso­
lutely lost. I said it was most necessaryfor
us to find out which religion was the true
religiori and then believe it. I sketched
briefly what we believe about the necessity
of blood sacrifice for the remission of sin,
referring to Moses as receiving directions
from God as to such sacrifices; and what
we believe about Jesus as the Son of God,
who was God's own sacrifice, making un­
necessaryany other. I told him that now I
couldn't explain these things to him very
well, but we hoped before long to be able
to speak Saho well and then we hoped to
talk with him at much greater length
about these things.

A week or more ago Ali Bey, chief of
the chiefs of the Miniferi, came from the
highlands at Addi Caieh to Irafalo, (Nasir
Pasha is chief of the chiefs of the Assaor­
tini.) Ali Bey is rather closely related to
our language teacher, Mohammed Hassan,
and stayed in his house for some nights,
then put up his little tent near-by. We
have had a very happy relationship with
him. The day he arrived he had coffee at
our house. He said people usuallyhad SOme
reason for coming to a certain place, and
wanted to know what our work was. We
told him as best we could, and quite
frankly, what our purpose was, repeating
something of what we had said to Nasir
Pasha. He suggested sort of a. modernist
idea, that God is one, but there are many
lines of truth radiating out from Him, and
that they have taken hold of one, and we
another. I objected to that, and said the
two could not be true, and we must find
out which one was.

The latest count on Christmas packages
isseventy-ninell Weare feasting royally on
them. Do please make the people in the
home churches understand that we ap­
preciate their thoughtfulness immensely,
though we can't begin to write our per­
sonal thanks to them all.

broken down on the Dankali coast some
ten days earlier, resulted in our getting a
fine lot of trees to plant about the place.
This man asked to be taken to Foro, about
fifteen miles from Irafalo, where he hoped
to pick up a ride on to Massawa. He told
us that when we came to Massawa we
should plan to get as many trees from the
nursery at Dogali, ten miles from Massawa,
as we could use. We prepared a hundred
and sixty holes and brought enough small
trees to put two in most holes. They are
all trees that grow in low country. So far,
a large proportion of them are living and
doing well. We had wonderful weather to
give them a start, plenty of rain and clouds
and almost no hot sunshine. There arc
several varieties of acacia, two date palms
for the gateway, kapok, flamboyant and
other kinds.

It was a real pleasure to become ac­
quainted with Nieddu Salvatore, the for­
ester. He is from Sardinia, has attended
the Presbyterian and other evangelical
churches in Rome and elsewhere, loves the
Scriptures, and can quote many, many pas­
sage~ from them in Italian, as well as many
Italian hymns. He writes' poetry in his
sp~re time, and read a number of his
poems to me when we were in Massawa.
I can understand only parts of them, but
they are beautiful Italian. He has not left
the Roman Catholic Church, but his sym­
pathies seem all with the evangelical
churches. He certainly seems to be a true
Christian believer. He is very humble and
unassuming and seemed to enjoy having us
with him. I wish I could speak Italian well
in order to talk with him more freely.

The Lord has given us exceptionally
good friendly contacts in the last few
weeks with the two most important chiefs
in our Saho-speakingarea. The day I drove
Nieddu Salvatore, the forester, to Foro, we
arrived just in time ·to see a mule bolt at
ope accidental discharge of a shotgun shell,
and buck till it threw its rider heavily to
the ground. On running to the spot we
found old Nasir Pasha, the man whose
assent the English officials felt it necessary
to obtain before letting us work among
these people. He was holding his side in
pain. I am sure they exaggerate when they
say he is ninety-one, but he is an old man.
Everyone was frightened about his condi­
tion. He was afraid to go to Massawa in
our truck, but was pleased when I offered
to go on to Massawa to call a doctor.
When I reported his case to the officials
of the B.M.A. in Massawa they sent a doc­
tor and an ambulance and brought him to
the hospital that night in Massawa. I drove
back with them and saw him off. He made
a great fuss about my having seen him fall
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the cheapest, would be best out there
anyway and would be revered and used
a lifetime. It costs $8.65 plus postage,
and may be ordered from the B. B.
Kirkbride Bible Company, 307 North
Penn St., Indianapolis 4, Indiana."

Chaplain Wade will be glad to hear
from persons interested in helping to
supply the triple need. He may be
addressed in care of THE PRESBYTE­
RIAN GUARDIAN, 1505 Race Street,
Philadelphia 2, Pa.

Here, then, is a Macedonian cry
from the Solomons-a threefold cry:
For missionaries, for Bibles, and for
school books. THE PRESBYTERIAN
GUARDIAN believes that the members
and missionary societies of The Or­
thodox Presbyterian Church will not
turn a deaf ear to the challenge.

T HE work on the house goes toward
completion. I don't know how well

our carpenter Will make out on his wages,
if he works much longer to complete his
contract. It's pretty hard to tell just how
much time he is taking on the original con­
tract, as he mixes other work up with it.
We have had to change our plan for the
enclosed porches because we were unable
to get enough wire netting to screen them.
The carpenter is making shutters for them.
Since we have found out how hard it can
rain here it seems doubtful that screening
would be satisfactory anyway. De Rosa is
doing a nice job on the shutters. He is
putting up the cloth ceilings in the study,
bath and one bedroom and decorating
these rooms. He is quite a genius with the
paint brush and goes to a lot more trouble
making patterns on the ceilings and walls
than we ever thought of. Fortunately he is
not being paid by the day.

Mr. Stanton has practically completed
the work on the well. This afternoon Mo­
hammed called all the men in sight, .in­
eluding those loading the camels and
others watering their flocks at the old well
below, and together, with much chanting
and shouting, we lifted the heavy cement
top into place. The pump yet remains to
be put in place. Someone in the village
produced an old hand pump and Mr. Stan­
ton bought it for thirteen shillings.

The breakdown of an ancient Ford
truck, on which an official of the Milizia
Nationale Forestale was attempting to get
back to Massawa after his motorboat had

Another Letter I MISSIONS I
From Mr. Duff
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MEMBERS of The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church are in­

clined to feel that the crisis in 1936
in the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A., which forced the withdrawal
of the Gideon's band and led to the
establishment of what is now The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, was
utterly unique and unprecedented in '
the annals of twentieth century Pres­
byterianism. No Presbyterian denom­
ination, they might say, ever before
embraced unbelief with such whole­
souled fervor as did the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A., nor were Bible­
believers ever before' so cruelly mis­
treated.

As a matter of fact, there is a
modern parallel that is astoundingly
close to the case of The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church. It is the story
of the beginnings of the Irish Evan­
gelical Church. The editor of The
Irish Evangelical, organ of the de­
nomination, is the Rev. W. J. Grier,
who recounts the story in the Octo­
ber, 1944, issue of the journal after
first quoting and commenting at
length upon the article "When Is
Separation Necessary?" by the Rev.
Thayer A. Westlake, published in
THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN of
May 10, 1944.

"We have a parallel case close at
hand," wrote Mr. Grier. "Prior to
the 1927 assembly,' many members
of the Irish Presbyterian Church left
it because ofthe"Modernism of their
ministers; they for the most part si­
lently withdrew, and found refuge in
other denominations. The late Rev.
James Hunter took no such course;
he was by no means silent. Over a
long period of years he vigorously op­
posed Modernism in the courts of the
'church, and thereby brought upon
himself much ill-will. For the most
part he fought these battles quite
single-handed. The courage and for­
titude shown by him have never been
fully and properly recognized.

"Then in 1925, at the instance of
the late Principal Paul of the Irish
Presbyterian College, there was a pro­
posal made to consider a change in
the questions put at ordination and
in the formula of subscription to the

I GENERAL I
The Story of the Origin of the

IRISH EVANGELICAL CHURCH

W es~inste~ Confession, Principal
Paul, m bnngmg forward this pro­
posal, was yielding to the clamor of
a considerable body of students at the
college, who felt the yoke of the
formula of subscription a yoke too
heavy to be borne.

"It was Mr. Hunter who rose in
the assembly in 1925 to resist this
proposal. Many were the battles he
fought in the Formula Committee,
which was appointed by the 1925
assembly to consider the change.
Some idea of these battles may be
gathered-though in modesty he con­
cealed much of his own part in the
fight-from S.O.S. No. 2 to Irish
Presbyterians (issued by him in May,
1926) .

"The assembly of 1926, moved
more by fear of the ferment caused '
by Mr. Hunter's campaign against
the proposed change' than by any
zeal for orthodoxy, passed from the
question (the voting was 316 to
3°2), but left the committee on the
change of formula still in existence.
Mr. Hunter, in the winter of 1926­
27; tabled charges of heresy against
Professor J. E. Davey (now Principal
Davey) before the Belfast Presby­
tery. These charges were dealt with
by the presbytery in fourteen ses­
sions in February and March, 1927.
For a man of Mr. Hunter's years this
battle involved a very considerable
strain, the presbytery as a body being
very evidently hostile, and its leaders
experts in blitzkrieg methods; but he
never hesitated, he never thought of
drawing back. Professor Davey, in his
published works and classroom lec­
tures, had attacked the very central
doctrines of the Christian faith; the
challenge must be met and the battle
pressed to the gates.

"Worsted in the presbytery, Mr.
Hunter appealed to the 1927 assem­
bly. He met with the same reception
as' in the Belfast Presbytery. The
late Rev. Charles Hunter, M.A.,
brother of the Rev. James Hunter,
endeavored to make his voice heard,
but in vain; he was howled down; he
could not be heard even at the press
table beneath the platform where he
stood. The assembly sustained the de­
cisions of the presbytery by huge

majorities.
"This was in June, 1927. The Rev.

James Hunter and others associated
with him felt that they had now
done all in their power. They had
fulfilled their duty to the church of
which they had been office-bearers
and members. They knew full well
that further attempts at reform were
utterly hopeless. In the light of the
New Testament injunction to 'with­
draw yourselves' from those who 'walk
not after the [apostolic] tradition' (II
Thess, 3:6) there was no course open
to them but secession.

"There were those who spoke of
continuing the fight from within,
through the Presbyterian Bible Stand­
ards League, but the standard was
lowered, the League collapsed, and
the opposition ceased. In 1936 an
out-and-out Modernist, Dr. F. W. S.
O'Neill, was elected without opposi­
tion to the moderator's chair. We
may judge of Dr. O'Neill's view of
God from his statement that 'evil has
its being in God's eternity,' and his
view as to the Godhead of Jesus 'from
his statement that 'the Father of Jesus
is God, and there is no other God.'
To come to more recent history­
the general assembly of 1944 ap­
pointed Rev. J. L. M. Haire to the
Professorship of Systematic Theology,
by a huge majority. Mr. Haire is an­
other follower of the theology 'made
in Germany' from which Germany has
reaped such a harvest. And subse­
quent to the last assembly, we had
leading ministers. of the Irish Pres­
.byterian Church fraternizing without
let or hindrance with Unitarians, and
bearing to Unitarian gatherings the
greetings and good wishes of the Irish
Presbyterian Church. It would seem
that the course of events has abun­
dantly justified Mr. Hunter's action,
just as it has justified-Dr. Machen's.

"We close by quoting Mr. West­
lake: 'If the avenues of protest are·
indeed closed, as they seem most cer-.
tainly to be, there remains only one
COurse of action'-separation."

Truly The Orthodox Presbyterian
Ohurch is not alone!

Liberalism holds that "A God with­
out wrath brought men without sin
into a kingdom without judgment
through the ministrations of a Christ
without a cross."

-H. RICHARD NIEBUHR

,
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and brotherhood, ideals of peace.
Without the church, our civilization
would long ago have been submerged.
With it we may yet save civilization.

It is needless to remark, of course,
that we are distinctly annoyed by the
utterly inadequate and false view of
the church and of its significance
which is presented. The true church is
the company of the redeemed on
earth. Its function is to bring to men
the message of the gospel of salvation
and to gather believers into a com­
munity of the redeemed. Its message
is a gospel which delivers men from
the vain delusions of humanly-con­
ceived ideals, and sets before them the
true divinely-established ideal. If the
church is nothing more than a sort of
last-gasp line of defense to keep our
faith from being swept away in the
rising tide of atheism, then indeed we
are in a miserable estate.

The Bible speaks of itself, the Word
of God, as an instrument for offensive
action against the power and presence
of evil, a sword which cuts and pierces
and divides. It speaks of the church as
a mighty army with banners, going
forth boldly, conquering and to con­
quer.

It is indeed true that the men and
women of the world today need faith.
They need true faith-faith in the
Christ who saves, and who cares for
His saved ones. It is also true that such
faith is fostered and strengthened by
a daily reading of the Word of God,
and by regular attendance upon a
church where that Word is honored,
believed, and proclaimed. The renewed
practice of daily family devotions will
contribute toward the presence of this
faith, if the Bible is read to be heard,
and not as a mere shibboleth. Regular
attendance at a church service will
serve to foster this faith, if, again, the
church is true to its calling, and if the
worshiper attends to hear and be in­
structed, and not simply to be able to
say that he went to church last Sun­
day.

Weare interested that secular mag­
azines have reached the point where
they will carry such articles as those we
have here discussed. It remains true,
however, that a proper conception
even of such matters as family worship
and church attendance requires a back­
ground of saving faith and knowledge.
It is this which popular secular peri­
odicals can hardly be expe~ted, un­
fortunately, to provide.

-L.W.S.

centers in the redemptive work of
Ohrist, wrought out on the Cross, and
in a personal faith in Him, seems to
be left outside the door.

Family devotions, so-called, are really
on the part of believers a true worship
of God. In such worship, the father is
exercising the office of family priest.
The means of grace-the reading of
the Word and prayer-are appropri­
ately employed. But even in the fam­
ily, for the worship of God to ac­
complish its purpose and be really wor­
ship in which the worshipers actually
corne to the throne of grace, the ap­
proach must be through the new and
Jiving way, even the broken body and
shed blood of our Saviour. Worship
which is not the service of hearts
united to Jesus by faith is no more
true worship than is bowing down to
idols, even though, as a sort of a cere­
mony, a verse or two of the Bible is
read.

Are we then to hold that such prac­
tices as that described in the first arti­
cle mentioned above are completely
beside the point? We would hardly say
so. Simply because the Word of God
is read;. it may well be that the Holy
Spirit will open the hearts of the hear­
ers to understand and believe, and
thus a true worship may be substituted
forthat which was vanity. Certainly a
wider family reading of the Bible is a
thing much to be desired. And of
course, for true believers, the daily
family worship of God is as much a
duty as it is a privilege..

The .second article we have men­
tioned deals with the question.of re­
awakening religious faith. The writer
analyzes. the present situation by say­
ing that western civilization has an
ethic without a religion, whereas the
Nazis, for example, have a religion,
albeit a false one, without an ethic. He
says that the only alternative for a bad
faith is a better one. We don't believe
hard enough what we believe, and
therefore we are in danger of being
swallowed up by those who really be­
lieve what they believe, even though
what they believe is far worse than
what we believe.

How is this much-needed faith to
be reestablished in our midst? With
considerable apologies, Trueblood says
we must go to church. Poor and weak
though the church generally is, it is
.the only institution in this country
whose business it has always been to
foster faith in the higher ideals of
human life-ideals of human equality
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ReUgious
Be-awakening

ON E of. the current indications of
a renewed interest in the subject

of religion on the part of the general
public is the appearance in popular
secular magazines of articles definitely
religious in character. As an example,
we cite the' article, "We Teach Our
Children to Pray," which was pub­
lished in the February Better Homes
and Gardens, and "digested" in the
Reader's Digest for the same month.
The next month, the Reader's Digest
carried a summary of a chapter from
a book by D. E. Trueblood. The arti­
clewas entitled, "The Desperate Need
for Faith." It is not often that purely
secular periodicals such as these, with
a monthly circulation running into the
millions, carry articles advocating, as
do these, family devotions and church
attendance. Their appearance suggests
that religion and religious practices are
again becoming a matter of interest to
the popular mind.

Of course, the religion involved in
these articles is only religion "of a
sort." Both of the articles mentioned
above have, to say the least, a some­
what apologetic air, as if the writers or
the publishers weren't quite sure what
their reception would be. The writer
of the first article, which is about the
practice of family prayers after supper,
speaks of the period in the words of '
his children 'as "God's minutes," and
hastens to assure his readers that they
are not long, seldom more than five.
They are said to stand for a daily recog­
nition that there is a Power greater
than ourselves..a Heavenly Father who
is kind and just '.to His children. The
Scriptural teaching that true religion

.
I
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I BIBLE STUDY I

by which the body is animated. In the
common usage of New Testament
times, its meaning was breath, wind,
the human spirit, and also the divine
Spirit known as the Holy Spirit. Thus
pneuma was sometimes used by the
Biblical writers to designate the third
person of the Trinity. The adverbial
form, "spiritual,"could therefore mean
relating to the wind, relating to the
human spirit, or relating to the Spirit
of God. In this passage it obviously
must relate either to the human spirit
or the Spirit of God. Which of these
two we are not now in a position to
say.

Looking at the relation of the words
in the sentence, we discover that there
are two principal clauses connected by
"and." These state the chief thing the
writer is saying: the natural man does
not receive the things of the Spirit of
God because they are foolishness unto
him. He is not able to know the things
the Spirit says because they are spirit­
ually discerned. This much of the
verse is clear, then: the natural man
does not understand the things of the

'Spirit of God because they are foolish­
ness to him. And it js added, perhaps
as a reason why they are foolishness to
him, that he cannot know them. Then
the reason why he cannot know them
is given. It is because they are spirit­
ually discerned. But what is meant
by "spiritually discerned"? Discernible
through the human spirit or through
the divine Spirit? Which, we are not
yet in a position to answer.

For further light, let us study the
context. Looking first at the immediate
context, we see that the writer says
that the things of man are known by
the spirit of man, and the things of
God are known by the Spirit of God.
Since the Christian has the Spirit of
God, he is able to receive the truth of
God which the Spirit reveals. But the'
natural man, who is evidently not a
Christian, cannot know· the truth of
God because it is discernible only
through the Holy Spirit and he does
not have the Spirit. Therefore, we con­
clude from the immediate context that
the word "spiritually" means related to
the Holy Spirit and should be thought
of as though it were written with a

By the REV. RICHARD W. GRAY
Pastor of Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church, East Orange, N. J.

Westndnster
COllUDeneement

CHAPLAIN ""illiam A. Mc-
Ilwaine~ U.· S. Army, wiD

give the' commencement ad­
dress at Westminster Theolo«i­
cal Seminary, Chestnut HiD,
Philadelphia, on Wednesday,
May 9th, at 3 P. M. His subject·
wiD be "Faith as an Organism."

The public is cordially urged
to be present at these com­
mencement exercises.

ion, the best available for the average
student of each of these books is:
Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown's one­
volume commentary; Davis' Bible Dic­
tionary (preferably the Fourth Revised
Edition; avoid the recent revision en­
titled the Westminster Bible Diction-.
ary because of its liberal tendencies);
Berkhof's Manual of Reformed Doc­
trine (or his larger work, Systematic
Theology).

Let us proceed with an examination
of the general rules for interpreting the
Bible as illustrated in a study of I Co­
rinthians z:I4: "But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, be­
cause they are spiritually discerned."

Grammatical Sense
To ascertain the grammatical sense

of the passage, we must first study the
words-their meaning and their rela­
tion to each other in the sentence.
Then we must consider the context of
the passage, both its immediate and
broader aspects.

In I Corinthians 2: 14, one word
whose meaning is not immediately ap­
parent is "spiritual." To arrive at its
significance we must take into account
its etymology and the common usage
of that time. Spiritual is the adverbial
form of the Greek word pneuma from
which we get the English "pneu­
monia." Considering its etymology, its
original meaning is air, wind, breath.
It came to be used for the human
spirit because that is the vital breath
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PART TWO

General Rules

T HE Bible must be interpreted ac­
cording to the laws of grammar,

the facts of history, and the system of
truth revealed in Scripture. This was
our conclusion in our study of the
methods men employ in interpret­
ing the Bible. To this we gave the
cumbersome but descriptive designa­
tion, Grammatical-Historical-Theologi­
cal Method. A consideration of the
general rules to be followed in apply­
ing this method is now in order. For
the convenience of the student, an
outline of these rules follows:

I. Ascertain Grammatical Sense.
1. Study words of passage.

A.Meaning of words.
a. Etymology.

.b. Common usage.
B. Relation of words in sen­

tence.
z. Study context of passage.

A. Immediate context.
B. Broader context.

a. Section of which it IS

part.
b. Book of which it is part.

( 1 ) Its purpose and
plan.

II. Ascertain Historical Standpoint.
1. Learn who author is.

A. Time and place of writing.
z, Learn who readers are.

A. Circumstances.
, B. Occasion of the writing.

III. Ascertain Theological Perspective.
1. Discover relation to parallel

passages.
2. Discover relation to whole sys­

tem of truth.
Instead of expanding these rules in

a theoretic treatment of this method,
we shall take a sample passage and
study it in the light of these principles.
It will be helpful if the reader will
follow the outline.

During this treatment, reference
will be made to three books which
should be regarded as almost indis­
pensable to anyone who would make
an intelligent effort to understand the
Bible. These three are a Bible com­
mentary, a Bible dictionary, and a
manual of Bible doctrine. In my opin-

Do~ to Interpret
the Bible

10-1
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capital "S." .
Still further light will be shed on

this verse if we consider the broader
context, that is, the place this verse
has in this particular section of the
epistle and its relation to the argument
of the book as a whole. In this case,
this is best studied under the rule
about ascertaining the historical stand­
point.

Historical Standpoint
To ascertain the historical stand­

point of a passage, it is necessary to
consider first the author, who he was
and the time and place of writing.
Then the readers should be considered,
their circumstances and the occasion
which provoked the writing.

The very first verse of I Corinthians
reveals that Paul is the author. The
time and place of writing of this epis­
tle can be learned by consulting a
Bible dictionary. Davis says that Paul
wrote this letter during his sojourn in
Ephesus (d. I Cor. 15:8,9, 19; Acts
19), probably in 57 A.D.

Turning to the readers, their cir­
cumstances and the occasion which
provoked the writing, and the general
plan of the book, we find the Bible
commentary and the Bible dictionary
a great help. I Corinthians was written
to the church in the city of Corinth.
That struggling church was having its
difficulties.There were divisions among
them, they were negligent in their
exercise of church discipline, there
were abuses connected with the Lord's
Supper and other matters. Paul was
writing to correct the causes of these
difficulties.

The verse we are studying falls in
the section in which Paul treats ·of the
divisions in the church. One wing had
attacked his preaching because of the
absence of philosophy and the lack of
the refinements of rhetoric. He de­
fends the message he preached by
pointing out that the world by its
philosophical wisdom had not arrived
at the knowledge of God. Thus God
pronounced their wisdom folly.Further,
He determined to redeem the world
bythe message of the cross which men
regarded as foolishness. However, the
message of the cross which Paul
preached was not really foolishness.
He is careful to point this out. He is
not disparaging true wisdom. The mes­
sage of the cross is the very wisdom of
God. But those seekers after wisdom,
to whom this wing of the Corinthian
church looked, did not find this true

wisdom. Why? Because "the natural
man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned."

We cannot refrain from stopping to
rejoice in the wonderful truth pre­
sented here. We Christians are ordi­
nary people. Not many wise are num­
bered among us. The so-called intel­
lectuals of the world scoff at us. We
are prone to be sensitive to that scoff­
ing. The Einsteins, the Darrows, the
Deweys are preponderantly opposed to
us. But the glorious truth is that we
have the wisdom of God. They think
it is foolishness. But that is not be­
cause our faith is intrinsically foolish,
but because the truth of God is dis­
cernible only through the Spirit of
God which they do not have..That is
why we can say with th'e Psalmist: "I
have more understanding than all my
teachers."

Theological Perspective
Still further light is shed on a text

when it is considered in reference to
parallel passages teaching the same
thing, and when the truth it presents
is scrutinized in all its implications and

. its relation to the system of truth
taught in the Bible. This gives the
theological perspective. To behold a
verse in this manner is to see it vibrant
with life because of its connection
with the organism of truth.

If the meaning has not become clear
by the time this point is reached, it
will probably be revealed in pursuing
this rule of interpretation. If the mean­
ing already arrived at seems to contra­
dict other portions ofScripture, the
seeming contradiction may be resolved
as a result of observing its relation to
the system of truth. The contradiction
may disappear when the tentative con­
clusion is revised because new light is
shed on the verse from other parts of
the Bible.

Looking for parallel passages in our
study of I Corinthians 2:14, we find
Ephesians 4:18. Here Paul speaks of
the Gentiles as "having the under­
standing darkened, being alienated
from the life of God through the
ignorance that is in them." This cor­
roborates our conclusion regarding I
Corinthians 2:14.
_ In order to relate this verse to the
system of truth, we must recognize
that it is teaching that sinful man has
a mind which is blinded. Let us tum
in Berkhof's Manual of Reformed.
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Doctrine to the section which treats of
the effects of sin. Now we can see this
truth in relation to other truths in the
glorious organism of truth. It is re­
lated to 'regeneration, for man must
have his mind renewed by the Spirit
of God. In turn it is related to faith,
for unless the Spirit takes the blind­
ness from man's mental eyes, he can­
not see that the message of the cross
is the wisdom of God and he will
never experience it as the power of
God unto salvation.

How grateful for the Holy Spirit
this ought to make us! It is through
Him and Him alone that we under­
stand the truth of God and receive the
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour. Also
how dependent upon Him it makes us
as we seek to win men to the Saviour!

Missionaries Delayed
By Lack ofVisas

THE S.S. Quanza sailed for Lisbon'
on March 23rd without the mis­

sionariesof The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church. Failure of the cables' from
Lisbon to grant authority to the Portu­
guese consul in New York to issue the
Portuguese visas held up scores of rnis­
sionanes who .had planned to leave on
this voyage. Under Portuguese regula­
tions, all visas must be issued only on
authority from the Lisbon foreign
office. In some cases, it has required
as much as six weeks to secure these
visas, which cannot be applied for
until after the passports have been
issued by our own State Department.
It is seldom that those who plan to
travel have as much as ten weeks' no­
tice of when a boat will leave, and
consequently many fail to secure both
the passport and the necessary visas.

There is good reason to suppose that
within the next six weeks the mission­
aries will again be able to secure trans­
portation, this time, it is hoped, by a
most direct route. Their passports can
probably be re-validated without diffi­
culty and they can all be ready to leave
with no more than a week's notice.
The prayers of the church are re­
quested to the end that safe and swift
transportation maybe provided. It is
quite possible that any other transpor­
tation which is secured will cost con­
siderably less than that which' had
been planned. To date, nearly $6000
has been secured in the special fund
for missionary traveling.
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I DOCTRINE I

By the REV. PAUL WOOlLEY
Professor of Church IDstory in

Westminster Theologieal Seminary

"We have received it as a maxim that
'a man is to do nothing in order to
justification.' Nothing can be more
false. Whoever desires to find favor
with God should 'cease to do evil and
learn to do well.' . . . Whoever re­
pents should, do 'works meet for re­
pentance.' And if this is not in order
to find favor, what does he do them
for?" He said that he believed Pelagius
was "a wise and an holy man." Of the

'doctrine that God passes by those
who are not His, he said, "I could
sooner be a Turk, a Deist, yea an
Atheist, than I could believe this."
He thought that Calvin should have
accepted Servetus' doctrinal statement
in which he refused' to speak of the
Trinity or the persons of the God­
head. He believed that "good" men
of the pagan world were saved. He
reprinted a portion of a biography of
a Unitarian and called him a really
pious man. When he wasbeing pressed
to accept the teaching of justification
by faith, he reported, "I . . . was
forced to retreat to my last hold, 'that
experience would never agree with the
literal 'interpretation of those scrip­
tures. Nor could I therefore allow it
to be true, till I found some living
witnesses of it.''' Much later, he said,
"By experience, the strongest of all
arguments, you have been once and
again convinced that Salvation from
inbred sin is received by simple
faith... ."

What was the upshot of all this?
As far as immediate results were con- '
cemed, many of them were very good.
Likewise, the work of many Arrninian
evangelists today has some very good
immediate results.

Have you ever thought of what
might be some of the causes for the
greater dominance of Modernism in
Methodism than in any other of the
largest denominations in our country?
I think that no one has pointed out
one of the most important of those
causes more precisely and succinctly
than a leading American Methodist of
our present day,PresidentUmphrey
Lee of Southern Methodist University.
Dr. Lee says, "Certainly, before the
work of Schleiermacher had much in­
fluence in England and America, the

salvation dependent upon man's co­
operation with God.

This message Wesley preached up
and down Britain. It was an infinite
improvement upon deism and rational­
ism because one could discover in it
essential elements of the gospel of
salvation. But by the' same token it
was of far greater danger to the purity
of the gospel than was deism and
rationalism. A gold alloy is much more
valuable than brass and contains use­
ful gold, but a gold bar made out of a
gold alloy lopks more like the real
thing and hence is far more deceptive
than one made out of brass. Similarly,
the fact that Hitler taught the Ger­
man people, for example, in the pre­
war days to care for their physical
health, and the fact that Mussolini
made the Italian trains run on time,
made those men all the more danger­
ous. They misled more people in that
way.

So the message that Wesley
preached was much nearer the truth
than that of the deists and in the
same measure a much more effective
attack upon the truth in the long run.

Wesley did not require belief in the
deity of Christ or in anything else as
a condition of admission to the Meth­
odist Societies. He said, "There is no
other religious Society under heaven,
which requires nothing of men in
order to their admission into it, but a
desire to save their souls. . . . The
Methodists alone do not insist upon
your holding this or that opinion, but
they think and let think." "Heresy
and schism, in the modem sense of
the words," Wesley held, "are sins
that the Scripture knows nothing of;
but were invented merely to deprive
mankind of the benefit of private judg­
ment and liberty of conscience."

He objected to the phrase "the im­
puted righteousness of Christ," saying,
"It is not scriptural; it is not neces­
sary.... It has done immense hurt.
I have had abundant proof that the
frequent 'use of this unnecessary
phrase, instead of 'furthering men's
progress in vital holiness,' has made
them satisfied without any holiness
at all-yea, and encouraged them to
work all uncleanness with greediness."

JOHN WESLEY was born in Eng­
land in an hour of need. The

tides of deism and rationalism were
sweeping high. Man's reason was
being made the measure of all things.
Christianity, it was said, did not need
the message of the life, the death and
the resurrection of Christ. It was "as
old as the Creation." Men meant that
all of its necessary truths could be
discovered from the world of nature
without using either the written
Word, the Bible, or the living Word,
Jesus Christ.

Under this attack organized Presby­
terianism in England faltered and
went down to ruin. Much of it be­
came unitarian in belief.

John Wesley was born the son of
an Anglican clergyman. He was raised
in a manse. He took orders in the
Church of England while stillat Ox­
ford. Christianity he looked upon as
a matter of observing rules and regu­
lations; of partaking of the sacraments,
of charitable works, of praying at set
hours. He had no assurance of heart
as to salvation.

After some years of this sacramen­
tarian religion he found out, largely
by contact with the Moravians, that
there were men who believed, and
were preaching, the Reformation doc­
trine of salvation by grace alone, apart
from the merit and works of man,
solely on the basis of the merits of
Christ. This made an impression upon
him. In time, he experienced a change
in his heart, and believed that he was
converted. While we cannot pass a
judgment upon another man's experi­
ence, there is no reason to doubt the
truth of Wesley's conviction at this
point.

He began to preach in a new way,
and his messages had a new power of
attraction. Such things, however, are
not evidences of the entire truth of
the message. Even Harry Emerson
Fosdick attracts great audiences. For
Wesley never departed entirely from
his early emphasis upon work-right­
eousness. He combined it with the
preaching of grace into a strange
amalgam, in which the fact of salva­
tion by grace is combined with the
usual Arrninian doctrines which make

Paving the Way
for ModernisDI
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teaching of Christ. It is the content of
the inspired revelation. It is God's
message to man, which if embraced in
its fullness makes men free. In a word,
Truth is the gospel! "Buy the truth
at any cost, sell it not at any price."

28TH. JOHN 9: 1-7; 35:41 (5)
That Jesus is the Light of the world

is evident on every hand. Not only
does light flood our souls when Jesus
comes in, but also in every land where
the gospel penetrates there is a dispel­
ling of the darkness. As the sunlight
and warmth of spring shines down and
the flowers unfold their beauty and
fragrance, so also does the coming of
the Son of God into the heart dis­
close the real meaning and fragrance
of God's grace and glory.

29T~. JOHN 10:1-14 (14) .
In days when the clouds seem espe­

cially heavy and our spirits are low, we
can turn to this chapter and find the
ever faithful and loving care of the
Lord Jesus. He performs all the duties
of a shepherd, and much more. Jesus
calls us each by name, He knows the
inmost recesses of our hearts and He
bestows upon us, not always what we
think we want, but always that which
in His love He knows is best for us.

. Carry us through this another week,
our unfailing Shepherd.

30TH. JOHN 11:19-29 (25)
Surely the death of Lazarus was

unto the glory of the Father and the
Son. Had not these two 'sisters passed
through this trial, many since would
have fainted under similar experiences.
But in .that Christ revealed Himself as
the Resurrection and the Life, our
sighing is turned into praise, our sor­
row into joy, our hopelessness into
lively anticipation, our discouragement
into zealous service. Enable us to be­
hold Thy glory in everything, a Lord.

. . MAY 1ST. JOHN 12:1-12 (3)
What love and understanding Mary

had! Love prompted the gift. Love
consecrated the sacrifice. Understand­
ing directed both the occasion and thc
anointing. Jesus discerned the intent
of Mary's heart and spoke openly of
her exaltation of Himself. Whether
rich or poor, let us give unto Him con­
secrated gifts prompted by sacrificial
love.

2ND. JOHN 13:1-17 (17)
Christ is not only a teacher of hu­

mility but He is also the great ex­
ample. Humility is almost a lost virtue.
Even among Christians there is room
for vast improvement. How much time
is wasted in seeking to advance our

vealer. The necessity of the new birth,
the way of salvation, the love of God,
the condemnation of sinners, each
finds its place in Christ's conversation
with the ruler who came unto Him by
night.

23RD. JOHN 4:4-26 (35)
Soul-winning is both a joyous expe­

rience and a demanding business. It is
joyous because of the fruit given unto.
eternal life, because the Master is
thereby served and glorified, because
of the personal contacts with needy
humanity and because of the source of
our wisdom and our desire to further
God's work. It is a serious occupation
because we are dealing with eternal
souls, with the profound Word of
God, and because we are serving the
sovereign triune God. Pray for a bur­
den of souls and a humble spirit.

24TH. JOHN 5:1-16 (8)
As Jesus looked with compassion

upon and healed the impotent man,
so today He knows our helplessness
and gives us strength. To those help­
less in sin, the grace of Christ is re­
vealed. To the sorrowing, the comfort
of the Holy Spirit comes. To the
tempted, the God-given way of escape
is pointed out. Christ is the great
Physician who is able to heal the
wounds and sores of this troubled
world. Turn to Him now.

25TH. JOHN 6:2.7-48 (27)
It is well for us always to bear in

mind the words of Christ as found in
the memory verse. That which dis­
tinguishes the children of God from
the children of the world is the thing
for which each strives. On the one
hand, there is wealth, fame, honor; on
the other, there is humility, love and
spiritual service. The one feeds upon
temporal bread, the other upon the
Bread of Life. Christ is that Bread of
Life-feed upon Him.

26TH. JOHN 7=3 1-46 (37b)
As Christ is the Bread of Life, so

also Hq is the Water of Life. As a
bubbling spring refreshes the thirsty
traveler, so Christ refreshes the weary
saint. Yea, more, He is the Water of
Life unto the sinner. In Him is Life­
Life with a capital "L." Only in Him
is found that deep-flowing joy and
satisfaction, that rest and contentment
which makes life worthwhile. Drink
deep of the soul-refreshing waters.

27TH. JOHN 8:26-43 (32)
If Pilate had heard this discourse of

the Lord Jesus, he would have had the
answer to his question, asked of Christ
at the trial. Truth is doctrine I It is the
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John's Portraits of Christ

APRIL 20TH. JOHN 1:1-14 (1) *
T HERE is no better art in the world

than the pen portraits of our Lord
Jesus Christ by the apostle John. Each
chapter is a complete picture yet all '
the portraits make a total scene which
clearly holds the Lord before the \'v0n­
dering and worshipful gaze of men.
Here is the divine Son of God in His
preexistence and preeminence. Almost
every verse is as a stroke of the artist's
brush boldly etching the deity of
Christ's person.

21ST. JOHN 2:1-11 (11)
How simply we are introduced to

the miraculous power of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ! Being truly man,
as well as truly God, our Redeemer
entered into the social life of the com­
munity. From the very beginning of
His public ministry, His words were
witnessed unto by His wonderful
works. This first miracle resulted in
the conversion of His first disciples.

22ND. JOHN 3:1-18 (16)
. In a gospel so full of Christ's dis­

courses, this chapter probably contains
that conversation which is most fa­
miliar. All of these lengthy discussions
are laden with the heavenly wisdom of
Christ as the divine Teacher, or Re-

* Verses printed in the headings' in pa­
rentheses are to be memorized.

Methodist Revival had prepared mil­
lions to minimize orthodoxy and to
rely on inner experience rather than
syllogisms. On the whole, Schleier­
macher influenced' the theologians;
John Wesley the preachers."

There it is in a nut-shell. Modern­
ism in the American pulpit and pew
owes much to Wesleyanism. It is a
child of the Wesleyan Arminian em­
phasis on experience as the essential
test of the gospel, on man's good
works as contributing to justification,
on piety without reference to the
healthy soundness of its origin, on the
negligible value of true doctrine. Shall
we pamper Arminianism and make ex­
cuses for it? God give us grace to be
strong inHis might.

.~FAMILY ALTAR
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fore presbytery should make amends
by granting the pleas of the complaint.
He also attempted to prove that the
proposed answer to the complaint,
rather than setting aside the conten­
tions of the complaint, actually went
far in confirming its substantial va­
lidity.

Dr. Stonehouse accused the pro­
posed answer of failing to set forth
accurately the theology of the com­
plaint and asserted that many of the
charges of misrepresentations of Dr.
Clark's views "would also fall to the
ground upon a more careful reading
of the complaint." The answer, more­
over, "leaves no doubt that there is a
real difference between the theology of
the complaint and the theology of Dr.
Clark." He denied that the issue re­
volves about Dr. Clark's declaration
that he "'accepts the Westminster
Confession of Faith.' To say that is to
make subscription to our standards a
mere formality.' He also denied that
the issue was one of apologetics or that
the complainants were insisting on sub­
scription to a particular apologetic.
"Rather," he said, "we are insisting
that theology shall be truly Scriptural,
and that there shall be no compromise
with rationalism at any point."

Dr. Stonehouse then discussed in
considerable detail the doctrine of the
knowledge of God. As there are two
levels of being, the Creator level and
the creature level, so there are two
levels of knowledge, and man's knowl­
edge must necessarily always be ana­
logical to God's knowledge. "Truth is
one. And man may and does know the
same truth that is in the divine mind
because of his likeness to God and be­
cause of the fact of divine revelation."
But God is also incomprehensibleeven
when truly known, since His revelation
of Himself is always a revelation to a
finite creature and is therefore a con­
descension to man's finite capacities.

Dr. Stonehouse then discussed the
concept of analogy, and stated that,
since Dr. Clark "repudiates the doc­
trine that man's knowledge of a par­
ticular proposition necessarily is on a
lower level than God's knowledge of
the same proposition, and insists that
knowledge of propositions must be
identical for God and man, it is clear
that he holds a view of this doctrine
sharply at variance with the Reformed
doctrine." He cited quotations from
Dr. William Brenton Greene, to whom
the answer had made strong appeal in
support of its concept of divine in-

I NEWS I

By THOMAS R. BIRCH

seated by the presbytery included Mr.
Mark Fakkema, general secretaryof the
National Union of Christian Schools
and an elder of the Christian Reformed
Church, and all ministers and elders of
other presbyteries of The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, of whom there
were a great maJ;ly in attendance.

Ruling Elder Alan Tichenor, chair­
man of the committee elected to an­
swer the complaint, gave a brief report
of the committee's work. The answer
was not presented for action but was
filed with the clerk. It was merely
stated that the committee had pre­
pared an answer,printed two hundred
copies, and distributed one hundred
twenty-five, leaving seventy-five still
available. Thus the report which takes
the form of a reply of the presbytery,
and is introduced as an answer pro­
posed to the presbytery by the com­
mittee, was not actually proposed to
the presbytery as presbytery's answer
to the complaint. Immediately after
this brief report, Dr. Robert Strong
of Willow Grove moved that the com­
plaint be dismissed.

Dr. Ned B. Stonehouse of West­
minster Seminary then delivered a
lengthy address designed to show that
the evidence which the complainants
had presented to the presbytery in the
complaint established their claim that
various views of Dr. Clark were con­
trary to Scripture and the subordinate

.standards of the church and that there-

~HENRY D. PHILLIPS

wherein man may walk in righteous­
ness. Lord, help us to follow the won­
derful way Thou hast set before us.

4TH. JOHN 15:1-16 (16)
As the vine puts out her branches,

so the Lord Jesus has made us His. As
the branches are to bear fruit, so Christ
has designed us. He has called us and
ordained us and fitted us and em-

.powered us. Furthermore He has told
us the secret of a useful Christian life.
Fellow Christians, fellow ministers, are
you fruitful branches in Christ? The
fruitful branch bends the lowest, you
know.

\
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T HE Presbytery of Philadelphia of
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church

held its regular spring meeting on
March 19th in Mediator Church,
Philadelphia. The principal item of
business was the consideration of the
proposed answer to the complaint
against the actions of the presbytery
relative to the licensure and ordination
of the Rev. Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D.
Discussion of the Clark case lasted for
ten hours without reaching any final
conclusion of the matter, and presby­
tery adjourned at midnight to recon­
vene ten days later.

The devotional hour was led by the
Rev. Glenn R. Coie, pastor of Knox
Church, Silver Spring, Md., and the
subject of his meditation was "Holy
Boldness."

The presbytery was called to order
at 11.3° and constituted with prayer
by the Rev. Edward L. Kellogg, mod­
erator. Following the reading of com­
munications, and after lengthy discus­
sion of the docket, the presbytery
placed only two matters ahead of con­
sideration of the Clark case. A pastoral
call from Faith Church, Lincoln,
Nebr., which had been referred from
the Presbytery of the Dakotas, was
placed in the hands of licentiate Del­
bert Schowalter, and an Auditing Com­
mittee was appointed. After disposal of
these two matters, the presbytery re­
cessed for lunch.

Corresponding members who were

own interests! How little time is
bought up in the effort to exalt Christ
in thought and action I How often we
put ourselvesforward! How seldom do
we seek the well-being of others!
"Third" is a good motto: Christ first,
others second, myself third.

3RD. JOHN 14: 1-11 (6)
Christ is the Way. He is the only

way unto the heavenly Father. He is
the way of holiness. He is the way of
truth. He is the way of eternal life. He
is the way of wisdom. He is the way
of glory. Christ is the way of satisfac­
tion and contentment. The Son is the
only way revealed by the Father

Philadelphia Presbytery
(Musiders ~Iark ~ase
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is_to say that man can never place limits
around the knowledge of God and can
never have a complete and exhaustive
knowledge of any phase of His knowledge,
for, in order to have such knowledge man
would have to know as God knows, with
the same mode of knowing, as well as to
know the knowledge God has in all its
relationships and implications. It would be
correct to say that God's knowledge of any
truth is always incomprehensible to man
in this sense, for if it were comprehensible
in that sense, man would have to know it
as God knows it, and to know all that God
knows about it, that is, to know all its im-.
plications and relationships to other truth.
It would also be true to say that God's
knowledge of a truth is a unitary thing, so
that the mode of His knowing, the impli­
cations and relationships to other truth all
color His knowledge of the meaning of any
individual truth. To say that, however, is
really to confuse the implications, rela­
tionships and mode of knowing with the
specific meaning of the truth itself.

Now Dr. Clark's position is that if man
comprehends, or understands the meaning
of any truth, truly, that meaning is the
same for, both God and man. That mean­
ing is not incomprehensible for man in one
sense for man understands the meaning
God places on the truth revealed .to man.
That meaning is the same for God and
man. In the other sense, however, God's
knowledge of the truth is incomprehensi­
ble to man even when the meaning is the
same for God and man, for God's knowl­
edge of the truth is God's mode of know­
ing the truth in all its relationships and
implications.

It seems quite evident that there are two
confusions in the minds of the complain­
ants regarding these matters: (1) In the
first place they assert of incomprehensi­
bility what is' true of omniscience when
they say that God was incomprehensible
before His works of creation. (2) At the
same time they confuse the two meanings
of comprehensible, so that when the an­
swer uses the term in one sense they, i.e.,
the complainants, deny that position while
they really have in mind the other mean­
ing of the word incomprehensible. For ex­
ample, God's knowledge .of the Trinity is
incomprehensible to man, in the sense that
man can never know it as God knows it,
cannot understand it in all its implications
and relationships and cannot enter into the
self-consciousness of God. That knowledge
will always be incomprehensible to man in
these senses. However, at the same time
man can comprehend, i.e., understand, any
revelations God may choose to give man
about the Trinity, and those revelations
have the same meaning for both God and

. man.
'Now there are two levels of knowledge,

one for Cod and the other for man but
there aie not two levels of truth. The com­
plaint teaches that there are two levels of
truth, when they assert that the meaning

proved by Dr. Clark as being in agree­
ment with his position:

The position of the complainants regard­
ing the incomprehensibility of God seems
to be that incomprehensibility is an incom­
municable and unchangeable attribute of
God that existed before the creation of
men or angels, and .is not in any way
affected by revelation to man or by man's
understanding that revelation. No matter
how much man may come to know about
God throughout eternity God will be just
as incomprehensible and His knowledge
will be just as incomprehensible to man
after reons in eternity as it is today. God's
knowledge and His incomprehensibility are
on a different plane from man's knowledge,
and are not in any way affected' by the
knowledge which man may come to enjoy
of God's revelation. They therefore hold
that it is an error to speak of God's being
"incomprehensible except as He reveals
truths concerning His nature." In using
the word "except," it is claimed that we
are impinging on' the majesty of God and
bringing Him down to the level of the
creature.

It would seem that in using the term
incomprehensible in this way the com­
plainants are really confusing incomprehen­
sible with God's omniscience and knowl­
edge, and adding the content of these
terms to the meaning of incomprehensi­
bility. It is perfectly true that God's omnis­
cience and knowledge do not change in
any way through the process of revelation,
and all the knowledge that man may come
to enjoy about God throughout eternity
would not change God's omniscience in
any way. Man could not become omnis­
cient without becoming God. God was
omniscient before creation, and His attri­
bute of omniscience is not affected by
revelation or by the increase in man's
knowledge. But that is an entirely different
thing from saying that God is incompre­
hensible. The moment this word is used it
has a double reference, namely, toward
man as well as toward God. Its principal
reference however is toward man and has
to do with what man knows about God.

Now there are two meanings of the
word comprehend. It means first, to appre­
hend, or to understand, and to say that
God is incomprehensible in this sense is to
say that man cannot understand Him. He
becomes comprehensible to man, in pro­
portion as man understands the revelations
which God gives to man 'about His nature
or knowledge. It is in this sense that the
answer declares that God's nature is incom­
prehensible to man except as God reveals
truths to man concerning His own, nature.

The other meaning of the word compre­
hend is to have complete and exhaustive
knowledge of an object and to place a
limit around that which is comprehended,
so that everything about it is included in
that limit. To ~y that God's knowledge
is incomprehensible in this sense of course
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comprehensibility, to prove that Dr.
Greene actually held to the view of
the complainants.

The proposed answer strongly em­
phasizes that Dr. Clark holds that
"'the manner of God's knowing, an
'eternal intuition,' is impossible' for
man.' " Dr. Stonehouse acknowledged
this and agreed with it, but declared
that "a mere' distinction as to how
knowledge is possessed does not 'de­
mand the conclusion that the content
of knowledge differs:" He also held to

, be inadequate Dr. Clark's contention
that God's knowledge differs from
man's because God knows all the im­
plications of any proposition, for it is
a fact that even the human mind "can­
not know it as a bare proposition, apart
from an actual understanding of im­
plications. The revelation of it to man
brings knowledge of it, but the divine
knowledge of it necessarily stands on a
different level. ... The distinction
drawn between propositions and their
implications does not as such establish
a qualitative difference between the
knowledge which God possesses and
that which is possible to man."

Dr. Stonehouse attacked as inade­
quate Dr. Clark's introduction of "in­
finity" into his formulation of this doc­
trine. For Dr. Clark, he said, it is only
the infinite number of propositions
which God knows which stands be­
tween man and the possibility of an
exhaustive knowledge of the content
of the divine mind. I

Dr. Stonehouse concluded his ad­
dress with a detailed consideration of
the answer's treatment of a large num­
ber of Scripture passages dealing with
the doctrine under scrutiny. He main­
tained that the interpretation and exe­
gesis of the answer were faulty and in­
adequate, and attempted to prove that
these passages of Scripture, far from
supporting Dr. Clark's position, really
supported the position of the com­
plaint. In numerous instances he. ap­
pealed to commentators in support of
his contentions.

Dr. Stonehouse was followed im­
mediately by the Rev. Floyd E. Hamil­
ton who, throughout the debate,
appeared to be the best informed pro­
tagonist of the theology of Dr. Clark.
"There is still misunderstanding," he
declared, "in the minds of the com­
plainants regarding Dr. Clark's posi­
tion." To try to clear up that mis­
understanding, he read the following
statement, prepared by him and ap-
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of a proposition is different for man and
for God and that these meanings do not
coincide at any point. Dr. Clark's position
is that while God's knowledge is always in­
comprehensible to man on God's level of
knowing, man's knowledge of a truth, if
it is correct, is true for both God and man.
In other words, man's level of knowledge
is always accessible to God for God is the
creator and preserver and controller of man,
but God's level of knowledge is inac­
cessible and therefore incomprehensible to
man. God however has revealed facts about
His knowledge to man, and when they arc
revealed and understood by man, they are
true for both God and man and have the
same meaning for both God and man. God
has brought the revelation of His truth
down to man's level so that man can know
it, without bringing His.j.e., God's, knowl­
edge of the truth down fo man's level.

Mr. Hamilton asserted that the com­
plaint talks about "analogical truth,"
not about "knowing truth analogi­
cally." This statement was challenged
by the complainants, and proven con­
trary to the facts. Mr. Hamilton then
declared that he had isolated fifty-seven
separate misrepresentations of Dr.
Clark's position in the text of the com­
plaint. Since some of these were called
to the complainants' attention by Dr.
Clark at the November meeting of
presbytery, Mr. Hamilton contended
that the complainants should not have
printed nor circulated the complaint
until after an attempt had been made
in conference with Dr. Clark fo clear
up those points.

Mr. Hamilton then enumerated
some of the fifty-seven alleged errors.
He insisted that Dr. Clark does not
hold that all truth in the divine mind
is always propositional; that Dr. Clark
does not hold that the divine knowl­
edge consists of an infinite number of
propositions, but rather that God can
adduce an infinite number of propo­
sitions from His knowledge. He said
that the complaint was "almost libel­
ous" when it averred that "'his [Dr.
Clark's] approach ... is to a large ex­
tent rationalistic.''' He also charged
the complaint with being "insulting"
when it declared that, at his July ex­
amination in theology, Dr. Clark
"studiously avoided answering" a ques­
tion as to whether there was any fac­
ulty in God which is neither intellec­
tual nor volitional and which underlies
or accompanies' volitional activity. It
was later pointed out by the Rev.
Arthur W. Kuschke that the com­
plainants did not feel that Dr. Clark
was deceptively trying to avoid answer-

ing the question, or that he was afraid
to answer it, but only that he preferred
not to answer it either because he be­
lieved it irrelevant or that it would
divert attention from what he con­
sidered the main matter. No insult was
intended or implied.

Dr. William E. Welmers clarified
the complainants' position on the mat­
ter of analogy and emphatically denied
that the complaint taught a doctrine
of two levels of truth.

Dr. Stonehouse pointed out that
the complaint did not ask for endorse­
ment of the entire contents of the
document, but only for action on cer­
tain pleas, whereas the answer was
framed with a view to becoming in its
entirety the answer of the presbytery.
The presbytery, he said, has not yet
faced the question of what it will do
with that answer, nor had Mr. Hamil­
ton really joined issue with the formu­
lation of Dr. Clark's position as given
in Dr. Stonehouse's opening address of
the debate.

Mr. Hamilton made brief reply to
Dr. Stonehouse, after which Mr.
Kuschke discussed at considerable
length the twin problems of emotions
in God and the primacy of the intel­
lect in man. The complaint, he said,
denied that God had emotions in the
sense of agitations, but again Mr.
Kuschke asked the question whether
there was any faculty in God, distinct
from the intellectual and the volitional,
which gives rise to volition. When
Scripture says that "God so loved the
world . . . ," does the word "loved"
mean only something volitional, a mat­
ter of mere unemotional choice? Or
does God really love men in the sense
of 'having real feelings of compassion
and pity for them? "When Dr. Clark
says God's love isa volition," declared
Mr. Kuschke, "and then speaks of
God's faculties as comprising intellect
and will, it is to be feared that he falls
far short of the meaning of God's love.
The complainants are extremely anx­
ious that Dr. Clark should not detract
from the love of God. They don't care
what name he gives to God's love, but
they are concerned that the compas­
sion and tender mercy of God be not
denied."

The complainants believe, said Mr.
Kuschke, that God does have feelings
which are analogous to ours. He quoted
I John 4:7-10. "Each instance of the
word 'love' .in this quotation, with
respect to God's love and man's, is of
the same Greek words. Surely at this

place in His Word God means to
ascribe to' Himself true feelings and
true love' which are analogous to feel­
ings and love in us. This we fear Dr.
Clark denies."

Dr. Clark defines the apex of re­
ligious activity, declared Mr. Kuschke,
in terms of intellectual contemplation
of God. In contrast, the complainants
hold that glorifying God is the total
response of man's whole being to
God's manifestation of His perfections.
"Obedience and love to. God," said
Mr. Kuschke, "are not less important
than intellectual contemplation; they
are not on a lower plane." Moreover,
according to Mr. Kuschke, "Dr. Clark
regards man's intellect as occupying
such high rank that the understanding
of the natural man can grasp the
meaning of the words 'Christ died for
sinners' 'with the same ease' as the
born-again. man. If that is the case,
the understanding does not need to
undergo renewal like the rest of the
human personality." Mr. Kuschke
quoted and discussed at length the
statement of the proposed answer that
"regeneration, in spite of the theory of
the Complaint, is not a change in the
understanding of these words [Christ
died for sinners]." He pointed out that
the Bible teaches that all of man's
faculties are corrupted by sin, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of
man's heart is only evil continually.
"If regeneration did not change our
understanding of the words 'Christ
died for sinners,' " he declared, "then
we would never be saved!" He con­
cluded his address in these words:
"Thus Dr. Clark's doctrine of man,
both as to the faculties of the soul and
as to the pervasive corruption of orig­
inal sin, is wrong, because contrary to
the Bible and our standards. For the
fallen human intellect is corrupt and
blind; without the new birth the in­
tellect is unable to understand the
things of God. And the Christian
ideal, even for the hereafter, is not in­
tellectual contemplation, but rather
the total response of man's entire be­
ing to God's revelation of His glory."

Dr. Clark then spoke for the first
time and denied that he held to "iden­
tity of man's and God's knowledge."
As for the quotation from Dr. Greene,
adduced by Dr. Stonehouse to show
that Dr. Greene did not support the
answer's view of incomprehensibility,
Dr. Clark said that he agreed with the
quotation. On the subject of emotions,
he said, "If you take the trouble to

,
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mimeographing and circulating the
written speeches which had been de­
livered by several of the complainants
and by Mr. Hamilton.

Mr. Hamilton then again rose to de­
liver another paper on the relation be­
tween regeneration and human under­
standing, which again he said had
received Dr. Clark's approval. Con­
fusion was injected, however, by the
interpolation of some of Mr. Hamil­
ton's own observations which had not
been approved by Dr. Clark. In the
course of the speech, Mr. Hamilton
declared that notitia (knowledge) and
assensus (assent) could be possessed
by the unregenerate man but that
fiducia (trust) could' not. These are
three theological terms to designate
the three elements of saving faith. Mr.
Hamilton was promptly challenged for
holding that the unregenerate man
possesses two-thirds of the elements of
saving faith .. On this position, said the
complainants, the only thing wrong
with the unregenerate man is that his
saving faith is one-third incomplete.
Moreover, since the answer terms as­
sent the central element in faith, the
unregenerate man might then, on Mr.
Hamilton's position, be said to possess
the central element of saving faith.

Mr. Hamilton then said that he had
just been told that Dr. Clark would
not agree that the unregenerate man
was in possession of the first two of
the three elements, but only of the
first. It then became clear that this

. portion of Mr. Hamilton's speech was
his own interpolation and had not re­
ceived Dr. Clark's agreement. It
seemed also that Mr. Tichenor, chair­
man of the committee, held to a dif­
ferent conception of the subject from
that which had been defended by Mr.
Hamilton.

The supporters of Dr. Clark's the­
ology made valiant effort to defend the
statement of the answer that "regen­
eration . . . is nota change in the
understanding of these words [Christ
died for sinners]." Mr. Kuschke, on
the other hand, defended the position
of the complaint and pointed out that,
when .content is injected into the sen­
tence, the unregenerate man must in­
variably inject the wrong content and
the regenerate man the true content.

The complainants' contention that
Dr. Clark apparently was reluctant to
characterize the free offer of the gospel
as "sincere" was discussed after Dr.
Clark had left the meeting. In the
course of debate Mr. Tichenor said

search out His understanding.
Dr. Clark made brief and violent

reply in which he designated the at­
tack on his position as "a matter of
persistent misrepresentation. The an­
swer is printed,' he said, "and I have
nothing further to say."

A substitute motion, that· the an­
swer of the committee be made the
answer of the presbytery, was defeated
as a substitute. The previous question

. was again moved and again failed to
carry by the needed two-thirds vote, so
that debate was continued.

The Rev. George \\T. Marston re­
read the statement which Mr. Hamil­
ton had prepared and with which Dr.
Clark had expressed himself in agree­
ment, and asked the complainants to
comment upon it. The Rev. Leslie W.
Sloat objected that an answer had been
prepared by the committee but that
the committee had made no attempt
to have its printed answer considered
for adoption; instead, a wholly new
document which no one had had an
opportunity to study had been intro­
duced by one individual, and the com­
plainants were now being asked to dis­
cuss it as representing Dr. Clark's
position.

The Rev. Franklin S. Dyrness said,
"We should be sane and sensible in
facing this matter." He declared that
the presbytery was not in session to
consider the answer but to examine
the complaint. The presbytery had
really been indulging in a reexamina­
tion of Dr. Clark. He referred to Mr.
Hamilton's allegation of fifty-seven
errors in the complaint and to a pre­
vious speaker's statement that they
were not in reality of central impor­
tance. "If those items were not im­
portant," he asked, "why did tjIe com­
plainants put them in the complaint?"
He cited Dr. Clark's denial that thc
complaint givesa fair representation of
his position, and pled for fairness and
honesty.

Mr. Marston felt that. while the
complaint and the answer had been
widely circulated, the presbyters had
never had what they really needed
most-an opportunity for each one to
have his own copy of the transcript of
the record of Dr. Clark's theological
examination, on which both the com­
plaint and the answer had been based.
"Without it," he asked, "how can we
judge?" .

After recessing for dinner, the pres­
bytery voted down a motion to post­

.pone further consideration until after
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find out what I mean by emotions,
God certainly has none."

Dr. Cornelius Van Til of West­
minster Seminary then made a plea for
a serious consideration of the com­
plaint, despite Mr. Hamilton's alleged
fifty-seven varieties of error. He made
a masterful exposition of the meaning
of analogy and its inherent proof of
incomprehensibility. He added further
light on the issue of the primacy of the
intellect, declaring that it was no mere
matter of a difference in terminology.

After Dr. Van Til'~ speech, Dr.
Clark moved the previous question,
which, if it had passed, would have
forced an immediate vote on the mo­
tion to dismiss the complaint. Dr.
Clark's motion was lost: He followed
with a declaration that Dr'. Van Til
had tried to equate his position on the
matter under discussion with that of
Plato. Dr. Clark repudiated vigorously
the position Dr. Van Til had outlined,
said that he had time and again denied
it, and thatnot one shred of evidence
had been adduced to prove that Dr.
Van Til was right in his allegations.

Professor Woolley then briefly dis­
cussed the 'question of the legality of
the July 7th meeting, and followed
this with a discussion of the effect
upon the witness of the church that
would result from any attempt to carry
through the Clarkian emphasis on the
primacy' of the intellect to its logical
conclusion. He cited the history of the
development of the New England the­
ology as proof of the devastation that
would follow an insistence upon mak­
ing logical consistency the final test 'of
doctrine, and said that now was the
time for this tendency to be nipped
in the bud.

Professor R. B. Kuiper discussed Dr.
Clark's atfempt to solve the paradoxes
of divine sovereignty and human re­
sponsibility and of the decree of repro­
bation and the universal sincere offer
of the gospel. He said that Dr. Clark
does not recognize that there are para­
doxes which are intrinsically paradox­
ical to man because of his very finite­
ness. A doctrine, said Professor'Kuiper,
may be revealed in Scripture and yet
the human mind be incapable of fully
comprehending it. This is a far cry
from the notion that God is incompre­
hensible except as He reveals truths
concerning His own nature, and that
when the Scriptures teach that God
is unsearchable, they mean merely that
God is unsearchable in so far as man
by his own unaided efforts cannot
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ligious liberty. It has taken a very bad step,
one that will do untold harm to the cause
of Jesus Christ. But, to our mind, free­
dom of religion is not involved.

Mr. McIntire cordially disagrees with
this. He said, in the course of the same
sermon quoted above, "Oh, my Roman
Catholic friends and my Jewish friends,
the totalitarian idea, the totalitarian germ
involved in the station giving time and
controlling that time is the idea and the
germ which once it sprouts in this coun­
try and flowers forth into tyranny will
crush the Jew first and the Roman Cath­
olic next. I am speaking the truth." If
Mr. McIntire were here discussing govern­
mental regulation of time for religious
radio, his words would be none too strong.
But since his words refer only to the
action of a private corporation in electing
to control the end use of its products, they
will do no good for the cause of evan­
gelicalism which Mr. McIntire has es­
poused, and perhaps they supply a clue
to the motive for WPEN's action. Perhaps
the station' doesn't like that kind of talk

. any better than we do.'
We regret to report that already there

has been. one major rift in the ranks of
the broadcasters. The Rev.. Charles E.
Fuller withdrew his support of the mass
meeting in Convention Hall and urged
that all protest be abandoned. Prayer,
without protest, was the course that he
advocated. Prayer and protest, however,
is still the excellent policy of the or­
ganization. Those who remain have ex­
pressed a resentment at being left to
carry on the fight alone, without Mr.
Fuller's much-needed support, and have
been inclined to blame his unwillingness
to fight upon the fact that,prior to the
sending of his telegram urging the cessa­
tion of protest, he had already managed
to sign a new contract with WPEN. Be­
cause of the merit .of his program, the
station had made an exception in his
case, we ate told, and his radio security
would be endangered if he lent his sup­
port to the protest rally. Mr. Fuller has
not yet risen to his own defense, but we
trust that some clarification of his position
will soon be forthcoming.

In conclusion, then, we believe as em­
phatically as do the gospel broadcasters in
the principles they enunciate, but we do
not believe that all of those principles
are applicable to the present crisis. But
whatever difference of opinion we may
have on this score, we are wholeheartedly
with them in their valiant battle. We trust
that Christians everywhere will support
them with their prayers and with their
letters of protest to WP.EN.

Bireh
(Concluded from page 98)

most zealously. And yet he wants the gov­
ernment, in the person. of the Federal
Communications Commission, to step in
and compel that free American business
to renew his contract. What would happen
then to the principle of private enterprise,
to the free American society?

The case, it seems to us, is parallel to
that of a daily newspaper which might set
for itself certain standards of dignity or reo
finement in its advertising pages. It would
refuse to sell space to advertisers who did
not conform to its own ideals, and it
would sell space only when it was assured
that the advertisements would preserve the
balanced tone of the paper and contribute
to its acceptability to its readers. Station
WPEN, while to protect itself it has not
openly admitted that it will still sell time
to the religious programs it likes, has in
reality already done so. It has signed a new
contract with Mr. Fuller and has offered
one to Mr. Crawford. And it has a perfect
right, we believe, to thus determine how
its facilities shall be used. In deciding to
do its own controlling of the type and
amount of religious broadcasting emanating
from it, it has violated no principle of re-

Lord God, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked; but that the
wicked turn from his way and live:
turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways;
for why will ye die; a heuse of Israel?"
(Ezek. 33;11 ) .

Dr. Edward 1- Young of Westmin­
ster Seminary gave a detailed and care­
fully worked out exegesis of many of
the Old Testament passages dealing
with the doctrine of incomprehensi­
bility, but lack of space forbids an in­
clusion of them in this report.

The question was again called for.
Professor Woolley had already re­
minded the presbyters that they should
vote for the motion to dismiss the
complaint only if they were completely
satisfied that Dr. Clark's theology was
a proper presentation of the-Reformed
Faith.

A roll call vote was taken, showing a
tie vote of twenty to twenty, which
meant that the motion to dismiss the
complaint was lost.

Since there was obviously little
chance of completing the business of
the presbytery at this session, the meet­
ing was adjourned until 11 A.M. on
Thursday, March 29th.
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that in his own OpInIOn Dr. Clark
would probably interpret as referring
only to the elect the following two
passages: "God our Saviour, who will
have all men to be saved, and to come
unto the knowledge of the truth" (I
Tim. 2: 3, 4) and "As I live, saith the
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